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Items:  About  50 

Abstract 

Joseph  S.  Reynolds  was  a  Chicago  high  school  graduate  who  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  at 
age  23  in  October  1861.  He  was  an  officer  of  the  64th  Illinois  Infantry  Regiment  and  the  Yates 
Sharpshooters,  taking  part  in  17  battles,  including  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea.  He  was  mustered 
out  on  16  July  1865.  The  collection  consists  chiefly  of  letters  written  by  Joseph  S.  Reynolds  to  his 
family  in  Illinois  during  his  Civil  War  service.  Most  letters  are  addressed  to  his  siblings.  They 
chronicle  the  movements  of  the  64th  Illinois  Infantry  Regiment  and  the  Yates  Sharpshooters  from 
the  battle  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  to  camps  and  battles  in  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina.  They  provide  details  about  troop  movements,  military  life, 
Reynolds's  health,  and  the  countryside.  On  occasion,  Reynolds  mentioned  African  Americans  in 
stereotypical  ways.  In  an  1862  letter,  he  explained  why  the  accounts  of  troop  actions  in  Chicago 
newspapers  were  often  wrong.  On  10  November  1864,  Reynolds  wrote  about  Sherman's  March  to 
the  Sea,  and,  on  26  April  1865,  he  discussed  the  meeting  of  generals  William  T.  Sherman  and 
Joseph  E.  Johnson  and  his  belief  that  Confederate  leaders  should  be  punished  and  not  pardoned. 
Also  included  are  three  letters  to  Reynolds,  1860-1861,  two  of  which  are  about  the  difficulty  of 
raising  a  military  company;  an  ambrotype  of  Reynolds  and  photographic  copy;  and  an  unused 
gutta-percha  case. 
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Administrative  Information 

Restrictions  to  Access 

No  restrictions. 

Alternate  Form  of  Material 

Microfilm  copy  (filmed  May  2005)  available. 
Reel  1 :  Entire  collection 

Alternate  Form  of  Material 

Typed  transcriptions,  as  received  from  donor,  are  provided. 
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Copyright  Notice 

Copyright  is  retained  by  the  authors  of  items  in  these  papers,  or  their  descendants,  as 
stipulated  by  United  States  copyright  law. 
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Online  Catalog  Headings 

These  and  related  materials  may  be  found  under  the  following  headings  in  online  catalogs. 

African  Americans-History— 19th  century. 

Confederate  States  of  America-Social  conditions. 

Family— Illinois—Social  life  and  customs. 

Gutta-percha. 

Illinois-History-Civil  War,  1861-1865. 

Reynolds,  Joseph  S.  (Joseph  Smith),  1839-1911. 

Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea— Personal  narratives. 

United  States.  Army.  Illinois  Infantry  Regiment,  64th  ( 1 86 1  - 1 865) 

United  States.  Army.  Yates  Sharpshooters. 

United  States.  Army-History-Civil  War,  1861-1865. 

United  States.  Army-Military  life-History. 

United  States.  Army-Officers— Correspondence. 

United  States-History-Civil  War,  1861-1 865-Military  life. 

Back  to  Top 
Biographical  Note 

Joseph  Smith  Reynolds  was  bom  in  New  Lenox,  111.,  on  3  December  1839.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army  on  19  October  1861  and  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  on  31  December  1861. 
He  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  on  9  April  1862,  captain  on  24  November  1863,  major  on  9 
April  1865,  and  lieutenant  colonel  on  21  May  1865.  Reynolds  was  in  active  service  for  nearly  four 
years.  With  the  64th  Illinois  Infantry  Regiment  and  the  Yates  Sharpshooters,  he  fought  in  17  Civil 
War  battles,  was  wounded  three  times,  and  took  part  in  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea.  On  16  July 
1865,  he  was  mustered  out. 

After  the  war,  Reynolds  took  a  law  degree  from  the  University  of  Chicago  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1866.  He  served  in  the  Illinois  state  House  of  Representatives,  1867-1869,  and  in  the  state 
Senate,  1872-1874.  In  1874,  he  served  on  a  commission  to  establish  a  state  school  for  mentally 
retarded  children.  On  31  January  1877,  he  married  Mattie  A.  Gray,  who  died  in  1890.  When 
Reynolds  died  in  191 1,  he  was  living  in  Pasadena,  Calif 

(Note  derived  from  appraisal  letters  of  John  Sharpe,  CPRM,  Inc.  See  also  Who  was  Who  in 
America  I,  1899-1900;  Appletons'  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography^  v.  277;  Mark  Mayo 
Boatner  III,  The  Civil  War  Dictionary^  p.  695.) 

Back  to  Top 
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Collection  Overview 

The  collection  is  chiefly  letters  written  by  Joseph  S.  Reynolds  to  his  family  in  Illinois  during  his 
service  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  Union  officer.  Most  letters  are  addressed  to  his  sisters,  Lottie,  Hattie, 
and  Sarah,  or  his  brothers  Charles,  John,  Willie,  and  Isaac.  These  letters  cover  four  years,  1861- 
1865,  and  chronicle  the  movement  of  the  64th  Illinois  Infantry  Regiment  and  Yates  Sharpshooters 
from  the  battle  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.;  to  Camp  Yates,  Camp  Big  Springs,  and  Camp  Clear  Creek  in 
Mississippi;  to  Pulaski,  Tenn.;  to  Decatur,  Ala.;  to  Dallas,  Ga.,  and  Marietta,  Ga.;  through  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  to  Savannah,  Ga.;  to  Pocotaligo,  S.C;  and  finally  to  Raleigh,  N.C.  They  provide  details  about 
troop  movements,  military  life,  Reynolds's  health,  and  the  countryside.  On  occasion,  Reynolds 
mentioned  African  Americans  in  stereotypical  ways.  In  an  1862  letter,  he  explained  why  the 
accounts  of  troop  actions  in  Chicago,  111.,  newspapers  were  often  wrong.  On  10  November  1864, 
Reynolds  wrote  about  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,  and,  on  26  April  1865,  he  discussed  the 
meeting  of  generals  William  T.  Sherman  and  Joseph  E.  Johnson  and  his  belief  that  Confederate 
leaders  should  be  punished  and  not  pardoned. 

Also  included  are  three  letters  to  Reynolds,  1860-1861,  two  of  which  are  about  the  difficulty  of 
raising  a  military  company;  an  ambrotype  of  Reynolds  and  photographic  copy;  and  an  unused 
gutta-percha  case. 

Typed  transcriptions,  as  received  from  donor,  are  provided. 
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Tpsilanti,  i)ftc,  28th,  1^60 

•^ear  Brother  Joseph 

I  received  your  wcIcojug  letter  1a? t  night       I  have  .iust  0;ot  back 
frc.'a  :hc  .;v>pCw  wher^  I  m&s  helping;  i.r.   Halock  weiirh  some  hocjs     There 
was  several  barrels  of  cider  there  and  Halock  made  a  hole  in  one  of 
the     arrels  .so  I  p^ot  all  the  clarified  cider  I  could  drink       I  had 
another  £lcix:h  ride  to  day  cut.  it  tan  xiot  with  the  girl  but  it  was 
with  her  Father  so  it  done  Just  as  veil       Wr^  went  out  six  miles 
Kendley  is  n: ending  his  breeches       whenever  he  pricks  his  fine:ers 
he  y/ill  uiciice  up  &n  oiX&il  Icckiuje;  face  and  Bbv  bp  ought  to  have  a  \i 
woman  anH  then  he  wiTl   say  he   ^ill  ssy  hel  be  blame'-:   if  he  ^'cnt 
tr^  and  cer.  cnr.  for  he  sajca  he  cannot  stand  it  more  than  one  year 
and  if  hedont  have  ciie  in  lees  than  a  year  It  will  not  be  his  fault 
he  6ai&  gclly  it  must  be  a  Aiserable  thin^  to  be  an  old  babachelor 
I  expect  H^cley  has  told  you  all  the  news  in  his  letter       I  will 
write  you  a  letter  after  hew  Years  and  Ictt  you  kno;*  what  fr^e  time 
1  have  throuf^h  vacation      ^e  are  well       Write  soon 

From  vour  Brother 

John  H  Aeynoldo 


/ 


''rirnd    :eynolas , 

i:nlts   iri  the  countrv  'rh^rr   T  v.-#*nt  t-h**  if^nr-  nl^hf   of  -v  r^ttjm  from 
Head  Quarters    (near  Lenox)      ^  had  ritarteH  ,nff  vl-h  n     'jovnnt  happy 
bft^rt  Ht    jnv  ^ood  -u-cos'"   or  at   ohf>  cncour'^^emcrt   ^   -oct:iveH  from 
fri^ti'^s  ^3   thf-'  ';aid  thtjy     oul  i  iro  with  no  as  s^on  a«  f»oon  aj.  with 
^rivore  ^  hcv  knov/  cf       .-o  I  :'eturn«^rd   -o  ^hica?fo    -ondav  niirht  to 

"  •  -        ■  •  •  ••  '3  1       A . .     '.  C  .«T. 

*-  .Htrlsre  of  T-v  MurnrlGe   -rhon   T    .^oiinr?   h-  h-^.d    -r-."' ^-tod   •■-'!   -^.r;^  ^ff 
to     ':  i.ouis  ar:^   ha:^  -ad^i  no  .^-ran^ anion t3   for  pa-ing  J-         .o  I  shall 
hr^^Ti}   'o  s:ivr>  TJD  th-   Mea   of  raisin^:  t'li-   -onpanv  i-i:--    "   !;^tc  r.o 
TO       :,  ass\;z!c  you    '   .iroulci  lika  to  fcoar  from  or  sef?  rcu  3oon     I 
will  W  at    :Ik3     iciixonJ     ousg  rit  :ieal   tl:ae3  or  at  l';-^   ^.dlna  place 
at  Q^Au'ir  tl-Vip.-j 

■espectfuly  '^ours 

n.-..Carp«antor 


jtokena,  9ot«  11/61 


J.  3.   ^ftvnolds,  Ssq. 


SirJ 

I  hdvo  recdlTed  a  leister  (rem  0.  dinoas  ye«t«rdaT«*    He  ttaya, 

that  ho  can  get  pi^^nty  of  Tcatii  but  not  without  nonoy.     —  It  would 

be  best,  If  you  cpulu  coma  up  hara  by  1  o*<:iloek  today,  so  that  I 

f^oilr*  vrite  to  7^.  Jlwon  by  this  ctenln/;  taall.     ^e  says,  that  "if 

he  <:'063  not  get  in  answer  rli^htoff ,  ha  will  join  a  Company  la  New 

Tork,  >'here  he  la  offered  a  Captilney. 

Come  or  aifiwer  Itmed lately 

%  obllg.3 

^CTira         Geo.     3e». 
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«       -rti 


Ouincv  ?«^b'y  '^nd  1862 


lister  Mnttie, 


I  was  rl<^ht  glad  to  hear  from  you.     I  dont  write  very^t 


a  =rood  tnapv  to  write  to.      I  will  writft  to  y  mm  s- of  ten  as  vou^to  m«. 
I  hav«  been  well  since  Heft  home,  and  like  eoldlerini^  as  well  ia 
ever.     I  hav*  heard  tJhatjRali*  Marahall  Wants  to  cttni  down.     l^i^K 


••:^S>' 


i"*^'"-'^! 


wcMld.     We  hav«  on«  Ihiundrad  and  one  men  now  but  would  dlsohainl^^a  «»oj 
pan  m  order  to  get-  a  good  one.     Hy  v^U  home  waa,||?o,^l  l**^?!^ 


1i: 


X 


';*;.- 


^k' 


ne  but  It  could  not  be  helped.     I  had  a  good  time  short  as  it  was.      j|^ 
But  ::jti(^,  T  havo  something?  g:cnd  to  tell  you.     Last  Thursday  eveftlnit 
Our  "^hole  ?at».allon  was  rarched  up  town  to  partake  of  a  nice  aunper. 
The  "Keadle  Pidcets",  an  aasoclaiion  of  th«  patriotic  women  of  CJulncy, 
trot  up  the  supper  In  the  City  H^ai.     It  was  a  mighty  nice  one^^too. 
Che  lonfi?  table  extended  the  whole  Iwipsth  of  the  hall  and  was J^w*^    ^ 
With  evervthinp'  i^oort  to  eat.     About  two  hundred  Ladles  were  i|3rwe<l 
m  each  oi:,e  of   th^^   table.  :in^i    tho   -^boys"   tcoV   their  -oaitions;   In   ' 
four  ranks,  next  to  the  walls.     The  way  the  Younp:  ladies  did  trip 
around  amonp^  the  boys  with  coffee  and  every  thing  nice  to  eaVwas  a 
caution.     4fter  supper  the  ladies  invited  the  Commissioned  Officers 
to  f^toD  ?tv;hile.     So  "o  did  and  sent  the  companies  to  their  Quarters 
in  charrre  of  the  Orderly  Sergeants,     And  a  good  time  we  had  ,^« 

I  did  not  KO  to  church  this  morning  but  am  ^oing  to-night.     There 
is  one  of  the  best  preachers  here  that  I  ever  h^rd,     31xty  of  the 
Sharp  chootors  go  over  the  River,  to  Mo.  ^ery  day  to  guard  West 
Quincy.     Secesh  are  skulking  about  all  the  while,     loveral  havo  heen 
caught.     It  is  -r/  turn  to  etc  over  tomorrow  and  the  Colonel  has  pronlssed 
me  that  I  mig;hi-  take  ei?:htv  men.     I  will  leave  forty  to  ffuard  the 
tovm  and  the  other  forty   T  will   take  nnd  visit  a  secesh  neighborhood 

ten  miles  from  here.      The  Colonel  etrirses  to  it.      '.'ritG  often 

■  •  '_■ '        .-.,      '.'•.».■■ 

...  tour.  Brother  ^  ,^  .  J3  ;  Reynplde-^  •  |:^fc|;^}.-^- ^       -  /''■:^:\:-'':^'i^f-^^^^^^^ 
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.uincy     Peb'y  loth/6<i 

Dear  Father, 

I  have  already  put  off  \ifritltig  to  you  ao  long  that  I  am  almost 
:itjaaiiida  now  oo  wriiie.      i>ut  \.aea  i  -write  nome  it  is  to  ail.  alike- 
Father,  Mother,  Brother  k  Sister—     Last  night  the  Colonel  received 
orders  from  General  Fuller  to  prepare  at  once  to  march.     To  day  another 
order  came  ^c/us   to  be  ready  to  move  next  Tuesday  mom  ins.      It  has  not 
seemed  much  like  Sunday  today.     Every  man  in  the  Battall(»i  vias  hurrying 
to  h  fro.     Some  looked  sad  and  wished  thdraselves  at  home  again-  others 
.ere  joyous  ana  pieaaea  at  the  ide  ox   /^oine  to  work  in  earnest.      I  am 
among  the  latter,  every  time.     V/e  are  just  now  ready   co  move— being 

pretty  well  drilled  and  eplendidly  amed.     we  have  everythirg  now  that 
vjA  could  be  ."isked  for— Clothing;,   Blankets,   aifles,  Sword  -  tiayonets , 
Knapsacks,  Haversacks,   C&nteens,   Cartridge-Hoxer,   Cap-rioxer,  and  belts.-- 
all  that  a  soldier  can  use.     Not  axactlyl     I  forgot,     h©  have  not  yet 
got  a  cent  of  pay.     That  we  ask  for  andfcould  use  or  find  use  for  it 
by  sending  it  home.     We  ?aay  get  it  t^oncrrow,  but   if  we  ccn't,  we  will 
not  get  it   will  about  the  tenth  of  ivsaroh, 

we  cannot  tell  certain  where  ;ve  will  .to  but   it   is  almost  certain 
that  we  will  go  to  Ky  and  thence  to  East  Tennessee.      I  hope  we  will 
^0  there.      The  tvxcntieth   Ills   :J©f!;iinimt    is  /^cin^;  i.here  too.      li  is  now 
n<»ar  Fort  Jonelson.      I  have  be  n  over  in  Mo  several  times  on  nicket 
duty.     I  generally  had  from  fortv- to  fiftv  nen    -rith  t-o  serr.;efints  and 
four  corporals.     Last  ^^ednesday  'A^hei*  we  vrisre  out  one   of  the  a^rgeans 
brouc^ht  to  Tn3  threw  vouns?  ladios   -i^i   *'pri3oners    of  var**.      "^^^  ladies 
were  the  daughters  of  a  iUssouri  farmer,  ?md  annoyed  the  bovs  with 
huzzaha     or  Jeff  Oavis  and  the  disolayinr?   of  a   !^ecssh  fUp*.      T^e  ^irls 
said  tnev  ^vere  union  every  time,  and  onlv  acted  as  thov  -lid  to  see 
What  i.nclo  Sam»3  bovs  would  do.     They  promised  very  soiemnlv  to  never 
aw^n  hurrah  for  Jeff  but  for  old  'Vbe  find  -/mve  the  ntarn  and  Stripes. 
i50  1  sent  the  girls  home  to  their  mama  and  kept  the  socosh  flag.      I 
ffuess  they   vers  union,  for  ;*hi3n  the  bovs  took  xhf^  girls   back  their 
lather  gave  them  their  haversacks  full   of  la  poles. 

.   ^   I  liJce  soldiering  everv  day  better.      I  now  wei^h  a  hundred  and 
sixty  two  lbs,     iman  I  left  school  I  welj^hed  a  hundred  and  twentv 
eight,     xou  see  bv  tnis   it  af^rees  v;ith  me     A  <;ood  raanv  of  the  bovs 
hav-^*  h4d  tn«»  neaBl<;3  .und  mumps,    but  thev  are  ffottinp-  w*»U  fast.      One 
of  our  Company  has  died— McCurty  of  ;VilmijigtQn.    I  have  not  heard  from 
Abram  ?incs   I  -ms  up.      He  ought  to  vrrite  I  think.     Letters  directed 
to  ^uincy  win  follow  us.     Tell  al  the  folks  to  write. 

Krom"  '!our  i3on 

Jos  3  Reynolds 


Tieftr  Brother, 

T  lust  itot  vour  letter  directed  to  me  at  Culncy.      It  followed 
me  without  any  delay.     ,^^  are  bound  for*  the  '.fars  now  in  earnest.     We 
left  wuincy  Monday  afternoon  and  arrived  here  Wednesday  forenoon, 
(yesterday)     When  vre  arrived  here  it  was  raining  very  hard  and  the 
raud  is  a  foot  deep  or  nore.     Cairo  is  just  now  an  av/ful   place     all 
mud  and  water.     There  is  a  good  deal  to  be  seen  here,     '^e  prisoners 
taken  at  Fort  Donalson  were  here  vesterday  on  vessels.     I  went  on  fliome 
of  thci  vessels  and  had  a  talk  with  the  secesh.      A   -motley  crew  were 
they  certain—  some  dandies-doctora,!;  dinines.-Some  whites,  ooao  half 

^/hite  and  some  no  white  at  all.     No  two  were  dressed  nlike.     Some  had 
overcasts   ^ome  shawls,   some  carpsts,   r;ome  bed  oullts  ,  some  old  dress 
skirts,  and  almost  overy  thing  for  overcoats.     Some  Were  damning  Jeff 
Davis  snd  his  Generals.     Some  were  damn  in  sr  Lincoln  and  the  abolitionists* 
Some  singing  secesh  songs,  but  with  all    ,  they  looked  as  though  they 
ha(:  rather  i'ight  than  eat.     -So  they  say,   too.      It  is   only  the  steady 
ree;ularity  and  coolness  of  our  troops  that  enables  them  to  overcome 
the  enemy. 

e  expect  to  leave  here  this  afternoon  for  Fort   ')enleson  ana  where 
then  wp  cant  tell.     We  will  go  on  a  vessel.     Thp>y  think  here  that  Fort 
Donelson  will  be  attacked  by  the  enemy,  soon,  under  Beauregard.      If  it 
is  we  will  be  in  the  flfijht.     No  more  t*me  now. 

Write  sooi>  Your  brother 

JSRevnolds 


BertranrJ,  New  ''adrir?  Co,   Mo 

mreh  7th /62 


7 


Sister  Lottie  I  ' 

V7e  are  bound  for  Dixie,  V/e  are  ih  Seccsh  but  not  In  Dixie,  Wleht 
before  last  we  encamped  at  Charleston,  ?11s8lssip|)l  Co.  ten  miles  from 
the  river  and  yesterday  marched  to  this  place.  Tou  renenber  the  flfl^ht 
they  had  last  siimraer  at  Charleston  when  our  trp9>pB   whipped  the  rebels. - 
I  never  before  saw  as  pretty  a  toirm  as  Charleston.  For  miles  and  miles 
around  is  heavy  timber.  The  town  is  situated  in  a  little  prairie  about 
four  ralles  in  diameter.  The  Houses  most  all  are  one  StoBy  %  white. 
Before  the  fi<^ht  Its  population  was  about  fifteen  hundred  and  now  there 
are  but  eight  families,  in  all  thirty  six  persons—  all  the  rest  wer* 
secesh  and  have  gone  to  Arkansas,  which  is  only  thirty  miles  from  here. 
Our  battalion  selected  the  bnat  houses  for  quarters.  Lieut.  f^Her- ef^n^f 
myself  picked  out  a  nice  little  parlor  with  chairs  and  fire  place. 

an.-»  ^re  prisoners.   The  51  Ills,  the  10  Iowa  16  Tils  31  Til  6th  Mo  and 
a  -^quf^dron  of  Cavalry  are  here  now.   Today  and  tomorrow  five  other 
^e^inents  will  arrive  when  we  will  move  on  to  New  .todrid,  Jeff 
"'honpson,  ^he  nuias  say  Is  between  here  and  Nev  Madrid.  But  Jeff  most 
likelv  will  retreat  to  New  B1,  and  there  ^ive  us  a  battle,  '♦'e  will 
leave  here  day  after  tomorrow  momlnp:.  The  Cavalry  is  j^oine:  no  farther 
with  us,  so  the  Sharp  Shooters  will  lead  the  army  of  about  ten  thousand 
men.  I  like  that. 

\  .  Bertran  Warch  otb  l^'^^ 


rioneral  Paine  our  conmandln«?  officer,  at  three  oclock  this  morning 
ordered  the  expedition  to  prepare  to  move  at  once.  Bv  nine  a,m.  w» 
will  be  en  the  way  to  New  -'adrid.  Yesterday  morning  two  of  our. 
soldiers  wore  shot  dead  by  a   band  of  Jeff  T.  men  only  two  miles  from 
camp,  A  squad  of  cavalry  as  socn  as  It  was  known  started  out  after 
them  and  by  neon  captured  twelve  of  the  Rebels,  A  drummer  amona;  them 
wondereH  xhv  he  was  taken,  because  he  said  he  never  shot  anv  cne,  only 
drummed  for  Jeff  Thompson,  The  prisoners  say  General  Price  is  at  New 
M?;«drld  3nd  Jeff  Thompson  is  ten  miles  this  aide,   ''hev  wont  sav  what 
force  thev  have,  '\e  will  find  out  by  tomorrow  night.  General"  Pa  in  a 
says  he  will  have  a  force  of  forty  thousand  men  before  he  arrives  in 
r«"»  'adrid.   Ten  thousand  here  J^nd  f^.ree  other  'iivlnicna  of  equal  no. 
that  -.ire  •.nnro.ichin,<;  by  other  rouds.   The  boys  are  In  j^^ood  spirits.  • 
All  seem  anxious  for  an  encounter  with  Jeff.  Lottie  if  you  have  tine 
I  'vish  you  would  copy  of f  the  descriptive  letters  I  3end  for  my 
reference  in  making  out  my  journal  Direct  to  Cairo. 


Tour  Bro. 


JS!=lGynolds 


w 


Camp  Yates       .arch     th  1862  . 


Sister  Lottie,  .      ,,    ^       ,.^,      .t.-       i.     ^     i 

vou  see   'e  are  ^oing  farther  south  all  the  while  though  slowly. 
Camp  Yates   is  four  miles  down  the  river  from  "e^^  Madrid  half->ray 
between  H.  «•  and  Point  Pleasant.     Th«»  Baitallon  is  here  alone.     It 
came  hpre  the  sixteenth  but  I  was  not  v.-ell   ehou3;h  to  .^o  with  it  so  I 
.remained  at  N.  ,M.   till  the  twenty  fourth  when  I  joined  the  Bat  a^ain, 
I  cauprht  a  verv  hard  cold  and  it  settled  on  mv  lun^a.     The  Doctor  was 
verv  attentive  else   I  vjould  have  had  the  lun?  fever,      I  am  now  entirely 
well  and  feeling  finely.     I  said  the  Bat  is  all  that  is  here.     That»fl 
wrong.       here  is   two  thirtv  two  pound  cannon  stationed  on  ^He. Bank  of. 
tho  River  not  fortv  yards  from  by  tent.     Thirty  artillervmen,  from  the 
regular  armv,  are  here  to  man  the  aruns.     The  Hiver  here  is  two  nilcs  ' 
vdde  and  the  cannon  we  have  here  will   throw  a  ball   or  shell   into  the 
woods  bevond  the  River.     The  C!annon  vrere  taken  at  New  ^'adrid.     Yestierday 
the  Rebels  seemed  to  be  very  busy  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hver  and 
it  was  soon  seen  that  thev  were  planting  a   Battery  of  six  o-uns  en  the 
Bank.   .  Our  ffuns   opened  fire  and  after  thev  fired  twenty  two  rounds 
no  r.or\   or  Cannon   could   hf.  seen.      i\  house  that  staod  -ib'out  half  a  -nile 
back  from  the  Hiver  was  hit  twice  and  two  larfi^e  holes  were  plainly    . 
seen.--  ^it'  tho  wsame  time  too,   :n£n   vjere  seen   hastening;  frorr.  the  hou^ie 
into     he  vjoods.        o  have  a  /^ood  view  of  the  river  about  tv/o  miles 
above  >^.  H,   and  also  down  to  Point  Pleasant.     Ken  with  telescopes 
are  -'Jt  all   times   on  the  Bank  watch^Jig  that  no  onejcrosses  the  River 
and  also  sees  what   is  i?oing  on  beyond  the  river. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  what  kind  of  a  place  Camp  Yates 
is.      lt»3  a  mighty  pleasant  place.     The  River  bank  is  now,  as  hii^h 
as  is  the  River  about  twenty  feet  above  the  water  and  the  land  is 
hiffh  and  dr^r.      Our  tents  are  pitched   in  a  fine  lar.aje  orchard  of  about 
one  thousand  trRes--aople  and  peach.      The  house,   or  rather  houses  as 
there  are  three  of  thera,  is  made  ot  logs  split,   two  stories  hi^h  and 
comfortable.      The  owner  is  a  secesh  and  had  fourteen  ne=^ros.      All  but^ 
two  hp  took  with  hira  when  he  fled  south  and  those  he  left  behind  to 
look  after  things* on  the  plantation*     We  are  taking  care  of  things 
on  the  plantation  ind  the  negros   arf^   cooking  for  us.      There  is  several 
thou??and  bushels   of  white  com  cxn  the  Plantation.     Five  hundred  f?acks 
of  slielind   com  are   en   the  bank    ready  for  loading  on  boats.     A   com 
mill   is   close  bv  so  ^^^e  have  plentv  of  meal.      The  soil  is  sandv  mixed 
^;ith   rea  clay,      '.'nder  tne   peacn  trees  the  ground   is   covered  with  peach 
seeds.     The  negros  tell  us  that  the  peaches  here  sell  for  ten  cts  a    . 
bushel  durin??:  the  proper  season,  and  apples  almost  as  chear.     Now 
how?5Vwr  there  are  no  anples  here.     General   Killow  was  at  New  ;4adrid 
last  fall   three  months  -/ith  fifty  thousand  men  and  they  took  every 
apple  that  could  be  found.     Right  in  front  of  mv  t«nt  is  andapple 
tree  as  large  as  any  in  Uncle  Disoh's  orchard.      It  looks  like  a  forest 
tree.     The  peach  trees  here,  top,  are  as  large  as  the  apple  trees. 

.;e  live  '.veil   here.      i:;very  day  the  boys  "bring  in  several  turkeys 
geese  and   chickens.      They  have  brought  in  some  wild  turkeys— the 
others  they  get  on  plantations  that  are  deserted  by  their  rebel  owners. 

I  have  sesn  before  never  such  destruction   of  property  as  there 
was  at  New  Madrid.      It  was  as.  pleasant  a  town  of  perhaps  eight  hundred 
or  '^    thous-ind   inhabitvnnt.i   I'l   I  over  saw.      It   is   situated,  -ns  vou  can 
see  on   the  map,   on  the  bend  of  the  Hiver  on  the  connex  bank.      The 
bourses  were  mostlv   one  ^nd  a  half  storv,  frame  and  loainted  white, 
r^ch  house  was  situ  ^ ted  on  a  lot  fro^  a  quarter  to  half  a  block  large. 
In   ilmost  everv  case  the  lots  were  thicklv  planted ^^ith  almost  every 
\'r>.rietv   cf  f^^uit  tr^es.      Cut  "x  short  distance  from  ^he  to;m  are   Tuite 
a  number  of  beautiful   residence  fixed  off  according  to  the  most  approved 
southern  style.     Most  of  these  are  deserted  by  their  seceish  owners, 
/hat  now  of  New  Madrid  and  its  once  brisk  trade  and  happy  peonle?     One 


J^s 


fS- 


«f  the  Rebel  forta  la  in  tht  South  weot  and  the  other  In  South  Bast  ,^_ 
part  of  towi.     The  tinlcn  force  roa  know  vas  back  «f  the  town  and  In      - 
order  that  thelr(the  seeeah)  cannon  alffht  have  a  clear  range  at  na 
they  burned  and  pulled  dovm  at  least  half  the  houaea  in  the  town  and 
evenr  fence  that  ran  eftat  and  west*     X  oounted  t#anty  elx  fine  large 
orcharda  with  giant  treea  between- the  forte  and  our  line^that  wero,,,, 
out  down  to  the  ground^  Also  about  eight  acrea  of  heavy  f oreat  treei    ?r^ 
that  caaejjcloae  to  the  town  on  the  east.    Hot  a  pereon  beaidea  a  fef    ^ 
aoldiera/oow  and  then  a  lonely  aegro^  who  waa  atrolling  among  the     |:^i ' 
ruina  apparently  bewildered ^  could  be  <ieen  in  the  town  for  eeveral        } 
daya  after Jlta  «vac«atlan*    fhough  eolfee  waa  oat  dollar  prl>  ai^d  ^i^^^ 
aalt  eight  doHlaira  per  Mok  of  twenty  five  Iba  before  we  cane  Jiow  iwv-  ^ 
the  liihabitanta  about  hire  cannot  get  them  at  anr  price  e»:e»t  aa    |i  ¥^i  V 
they  get  them  from  the  aoldiera.     lou  see  I  fill  oy  lettere  full*     It    , 
atanda  a  person  here  in  hand  to  do  so  k  not  write  often  as  a  three  6%#'>> 
ataap  here  coats  ten  cents  and  s emetines  a  ehilling.     I  got  there    ^       >^ 
three  ones  on  this  envelop  for  a  diae.     Quiet  to  Cairo  yet,  ^^^        .-^^^^^ 

Your  Brother     J3Reynolda  .  . 

(Gent*  on  Back  of  page,  all  one  letter,     MB) 

Sister  Lottie, 

Perhaps  you  have  read  in  history  or  romance  of  New  Madrid*  /It    >.  , 
was  foiind^'d  in  17i?7  three  years  after  St,  touts  was  founded  and  ^s 
a  place  6f  smch  nore  iaportanee  till  ld04  when  the  bank  comaeneid    ^<^|i^>r 
washirp:  away  so  fftst  that  it  vfcs  evident  that  no  «;reat  iBproveaettt      ^  ;^-'r 
could  be  fluid e  near  the  river  without  ita  early  destruction.     The 
numerous  Earthquakes  in  1^12  totally  submer<»;ed  the  townand  it  was 


not  til?^  several  ysara  after  that  a.iy  iTiPrcveraent 


Had  it 


been  situated,  on  a  more  stable  bank  %  had  it  not  been  for  the  earth*' 
quakes  that  vifited  this  Section  in  1812 »  New  Kadrid  would  now  I 
believe  have  been  a  place  of  as  lauch  iaportanee  (if  not  aore)  as  is 
St.  liOuls,     New  Madrid  is  certainly  an  unfortunate  to^^  this  being 
thu  third  time  that  it  has  been  desolated— in  ld04>  in  ldl2  and  in 
1$62«     If  you  wish  to  read  of  this  town  you  can  find  aone  account  of 
it  in  a  work  called  ''Book  of  the  United  States'*,     It  was  published 
soae  twenty  five  years  ago  by  Qrecnville  Mellon,  I  think*     Other    ■-■■/■■ 
works  on  the  On i ted  States  speak  of  it,  and  Gilmore  dinas  the  iioted 
Southern  writer  montioos  it  in  several  of  his  works  of  fictica,'    X 
forj[;ot  to  mention  this  in  the  body  of  nv  letter  so  I  append  it  here. 
Write  sQcn  and  of  ton  and  all  tho  news. 


Tour  Brother      JSReynolda 


.<..-,■ 
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Camp  Yates  April  1st  X62 

Sister  Hattie,  ^^^^^  j^^^^^  ^^,^  and  It's  be  «  «l™f*  " 

.t  aas   DB«ii  =  thp-B       T(yj  never  s'tW  so  pleasant   a  place  as 

irthi  "vLre'^are'^SScaS:     U^r  Just  in  the'edge  of  a  Urge  f  or.»t 
IS  tinis  wnere  vw^  thp  Mi«iDPi.     '^^^e  peach  trees  are  in  full  Dloo«t 

lit  ^/o'Jld'islre'e^f  and  '«Sny 'of  ^he'f  o^est'trees  are^nlreadv  leaved  out. 

The  weather  Is  warml  pleasant  as  any  may  day  I  •▼•^  a^^^Ji^^iS  ^■ 
^re  too.     MvhwlltS  ^s.  never  better  and  that  o^  ^^e  Battalion  ««8 

erew  anJ  they  are  continually  trying  to  erect  batteries  on  the  shore 
f »  »Lii  \«      Not  a  nlrht.  hardly,  passes  but  what  thev  try  to  throw  up 
TbreStwork  to Votect  tiei^  °i^S  but  our  watch  guard  discovers  «jem 
Lnaf-^w  shells  f torn  our  pins  send  them  back  into  the  woods.     Though 
Hi  River  Sere  13  almost  twTmlles  wide  yet  in  the  night  when  everything 
i,o«firm  this  side  we  can  hear  everything  that's  golne;  on,  on.tho 

l^.tr,^      >eln  hear  the  n^n  talk--  the  officers  ftivin^  commands- 
t°h'e^ne!;"at%,o;k  fhopp^ng  .'digging .  -^^.^J^lf  f/^r Al.ht^wSgSaTd'^" 

fwas'-Ltisf le'  tSal  I  had  discovered  the  rebels  at  work  throwlng^up 


a  r/eaftwork       I  infomerthe  commander  of  ^he  fort  of  the  fact  and 
Bolnte^  out  the  Place  to  him  as  near  as  possible.     He  ranged  two  or 
his  thirt^  two  bound  guns.     Eight  rounds  of  shell  were  quickly  flrea 
aJ*  Sain  evl^  tWn^\ecame  silent.     I  again  resumed  my  P^ce  by  the 
River  hut  could  hear  nothing  now,  except  the  occasional  call  of  ■««, 
lill  ppear^  to  me  much  like  frUtened  quails.     There  is  not  an  hour 
in  the  day  or  not  but  what  we  hear  cannon  roaring.     La-'^^i^^^  *^?^* 
ninp  oclock  the  morter  boats  opened  again  on  island  no.  10.     Po  cannon 
makes  half  the  noi3S  that  a  mortar  does.      Though  -.o  are  ^ ^^';:  ™"«^  f^«» 
the  island  '.^hen  the  morter  is  fired  the  earth  shakes  rlistinctlv.      fhe 
.i»hi  la^t  ni^ht  was  beautiful  while  the  morters  were  f icing.     We  could 
dlstincny  "te  thf  flashthen  the  shell  lighted  bv  its  hurnln.-  fuse  and 

defcribin^  if  its   course  a  Pr(?'^%'^:i=«'r5i%l'^co  'nu'l^mrS' 
there  v^ould  be  five  or  six  shells   in  the  air  at  onco,  all  aDparentiy 

tr^v^incr  the  same  r>ath."^hen  there  is  the  two  forts  at  New  ''^^i^id   of 
twpntv  heavy  guns,  which  are  five  miles  from  here,-  rhen  tort  Yates   of 
three^u^l7o^^slxtyfour  pounder,-  then  fort  Pope  of  four ^uns  which 
is  rLht  h4re.  and  there  are  two  batteries  between  here  and  Point 
nelaint  and  one  at  that  PXace  which  i^  four  «iles  from  Here.     All  these 
batteries  are  firins  more  or  less  every  day  at  the  enemy  across  the 
River  or  a?  bo^ts  of  small  crafts  trying  to  run  the  blockade.     General     . 
Popfwas  here  yesterday.     He  said  that  Just  as  sooii  as  our  gunboats 
and  trans oorts  arrived  here  ha  would  land  fifteen  thousand  nen  pn  the 
other  side  of  the  River.     We  are  anxious  to  see  our  5<>f;^%^?^,^!'^®lT . _^^ 
for  we    ant  to  get  across  the  River  and  put  the  impudent  ^ebels^to  fli^nt, 

The  boundrv  line- between  Ky  and  Tennessee  terminates  ^^f  ?^^^  ?;.^ 
U3   on  the  other  side  of  the  aiver,  so  we  stand  on  Mo  soil  an<i  l^^Ljo^ 
Ky  k  Tennessee,  while  Arkansas  is  onlifjiwenty  miles  westward.     »a^"f»  ^ 
hov  -ronTc^  vou  like   to  tako  a   ride  ou^-Jfrom  here  in  the  for-est.     Out  ^here 
but  a  few  miles  are  Bears.   Elks,   Volves  and^Rebels  ^^^^ '^^^^^I^f  ^^J^^^^^ 
Our  boys  have  killed  ouite  a  number  of  the  Turkeys.     The  Bears  Slks  and 
^^olves  we  care  but  little  aboutas  they  are  not  ?ood  to  eat.     And  the 
Rebels  so  in  too  small  sauads  to  be  profitable  to  hunt.     Jn«  ^^oys  5^®, 
now  not  so  much  afraidof  the  re;  els  as  they  were  before  the  New  ?fedrld 
fight.     Our  Battalion  was  the  nearest  to  the  enemy  there  for  about 
twenty  four  hours  but  as  they  were  deployed  according  ^o  sharp  #li00ter 
9f-«o  p  tv.<»  <kr>iftT*<v««  >>a11   s^nH  «hf>n   had  t>i#nt,V  of  room  to  uass  between*     The 
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now  and  thpn  slightly  wounded.     »*:e  llkG  our  way  of  fifl^htlnf^  and  hav* 
a  s^un  that,  will  shoot  like  a  llttl©  cannon.     They  v/ill  carrv  a  ball 
across  tbfj  41ver  herp  a  distance  of  almost  two  miles.     I  would  like 
to  be  at  home  a   few  day«  and  see  the  folks.     None  of  you  writ*"  how 
Chart '*'r  is,  how  pa  and  ma  are,  how  <»  very  thlnn:  or  anvthinsf  is   fye*-tin|t 
alcnjp;.     '^'hen   I  send  fii  lettor*  hortie  I  consider  it  an  golns;  to  all   and 
T    o'^o'ht   *-o  ""ct   hnlf  a  doz7**n  whenever   T   writ«»  one.      T«-m    .loKn    esrecially 
to  'yrite  and  v;rite  all   thf>  news  about    the  Polnft.      I*d  fliiive  a  n«p;ro  to 
W.ot  a   lf»tt'^r  ^Tom  yilllc   J^n^^  W! other  form  .T-^ft-ic.      I  vlsh   ^--^tho^  v/ould 
write  V  mother  too.      I  have  «yot  no  Day  vet.     ^'ncle  3.arn  owps  no  five 
hundr  d  nn  '  s^vpntv-tt«:o    'ollnrs,   t"- dav.      Jt  vi7l    co"!-^  po^h'^  tlnie  but 
I  can*t   tell  v'hf>n.      T  don't  think  I'll   be  hom^  before  t^e  flr<?t  of  July. 
VJrlte  seen 

fo'jir  Rroth^r  JJRpvnolda 


PS, 

much  news 


hf  vr^   lijpt   received  your  lot*- or  T^lle;     the  ?^th.      "^o^j   'Md  rot 
.     Ferh^na  there  '/as  not  m^ich  to  write.      I  was  however  very 
rrlad  to  r-et   lt  and  th"  piecn  you  out   out   of  too  Tribune,     '}'-\^.  f.-vmond 
did  not  do  .lustice  to  the  SS  in  his   letter  for  their  main  fl»'-htir^ 
flp-htinfT  yir-*^   ''one  tb<»  nlo^bt  bofor'^  the   '^uns   oponeH  upon  th?^  town. 


>SN 
^ 


!         ■    ( 


In  C3mD  ono  anH  a   H^lf  mile  below  Camp  "^'-♦tes^ 

o,   '\Drll  2nd  1^62 


jcA 


SlstfT  Lottie, 

I  hnve  r^slv  hari       .?oor!  time  r(»adin?y  ♦'he  news  t^e  \^^t  few  davs. 
These  four  papers  Charla  sent  reached  here  on  the  30th  and  then 
vesterday  came  yoiirs  and  Hatties  letters  both  filled  briiit  full   of 
printed  news  but  containincr  very  little  written  news »     Hattie  sent  me 
Wajor  Raymonds  letter.     Tou  xi^%^  have  no  f  e«»  of  papers  sent  not 
reachlncc  ae,  for  as  a  general  thing  I  will  get  thea.     Amone^st  all  the 
news  those  Papers  contained  I  could  not  help  noticing  one  item  or  fact. 
Now  what  do  yop  think  that  was?    Why  the  prominence  that  Aldeman 
Hoi  den  has  already  obtained  amcni?  the  City  Fathers,  and  the  warmth 
with  which  the  papers  spoke  of  his  Hesolutions.     I  t^ot  the  papers  Just 
a  t  noon  and  as  soon  as  dinner  was  over  I  went  into  m  tent  and  seated 
mvself  in  Ti  old  fashioned  amed  chair  with  paper  in  hand  an0  faet 
upon  a  box.     Thus  I  waa  reading  till  two  pin.,  when  an  ord^r  came  that 
three  companies  of  the  33  should  at  once  strike  tents  and  move  to  the 
center  fort,  which  is  one  mile  and  a  half  below  fort  yates ,  of  which 
I  hav«  apoken  before.     In  half  an  hour  the  wagons  were  loafi**d  and  ftll 
hands   on  the  march,  xV^jor  ?*atteson  in  command.     ^^*here    re  are  now 
enc^mneH  is   in  everv  resof^ct  as  pTeasai^t  r<s   nt  C^jtod  '^ritos .     Tt   is 
iust  in   the  edfre  of  a  lar^To  forest ^^  and   only  a   few  rods   frons  the 
Misaippi.     The  oeach  trees  are  in  rull   bloora  9nd  there  are  many  of 
them  here,  too.     The  ground   is  e^rwen    ,  and  ^nanv  of  the  for?^st  trees 
arf»  aTrf»adv  lileaVftr'   out.      The  weat^^er  is  warm, — niongsnt  ^r  anv  I^^av 
dav  T   over  saw.      It   is   health-/  here,   too.     f'y  health  wan  '^ever  batter 
and  that  of  the  Battalion  was  never  before,   since  its  or<^anlsatioh, 
so  fiTOod.     But  c»ie  thin,^  is  pec^iliar  about  our  situation  and  Lottie, 
1  dont  believe  vou  would  fancv  that.      In  the  swamps  vest  of  here  ^n& 
onlv  two  or  three  miles   distance  the  enemy  lixrks  in  small  sauada  and 
sometimes  even  approaches   so  near  as  to  fire  at  our  pickets.     Testerday 
William  Sheel   (vou  know  Father's  William)  and  two  others  went  out  west 
about  thr*;^©  miles  after  wild  turkeys  and  v;hile  ecoinpj  throu'=^     sn   open 
place  they  were  fired  upon  from  the  thick  brush.     They  thou^^ht  best 
not  to  loiter  in  the  atranre  woods  an  beat  an  hasty  retrrat.      But  not 
to  be   outdone  hy  the  Secesh   ..illifiin  took  a   round  about  road  and  paeacd 
ov  r  the  plantation   of  a   '^.ebel   sympathizer  ^.nd  captured  tA/o  of  his 
finest   turkeys  and  brought  them  into  camp.      Then  just  acrosu  the  river 
in  olain  sifrht  is  a   larire  force  of  the  cremy  and  thnv  <'»r^  continually 
trying  to  erect  Batteries   but  our  watch  invariably  discovers  thew  too 
soon  and  a   few  shells  from  otir  thlrtv  two  bound  euns  sond  them  pell  mell 
into  the  woods,      '["houfi^h  the  river  here  is  alroost  two  railea  wide  yet 
at  ni^ht  when  evervthinr"   on  thlr   side  Is   quiet,  we  can  h'^ar  everythin*? 
that  Is  goin^  on  over  on  the  other  shore—  afact  of  which  the  Rebels 
are  not  aw^ire  or  certainly  they  would  not  be  so  noisy.     We  can  hear  the 
men  talk— the  officers  giving  commands— the  men  at  work  chopping ^ 
dlffsinf?  and  drivinjt  teams.     The  v;ater  conyeys  the  sounds. 

last  nlflTht  about  nine  oclock  the  mortors   op*^ned  fire  afl^ain  upon 
Irland  no  ten.     Th(}re  is  not  an  hour  in  th*--*  Hav-cr  nlj^ht  that  we  do 
not  hear  cannon  roarinp:,  but  when  a  raorter  is  dlschar^^ed  we  are 
imrr.ed lately  apprised  of  the  fact.     Wo  cannon  fnakes  the  noise  that  one 
of  these  does.     Thoufrh   Islan*  no  ten   is  five  miles  from  horr*  when  the 
nort(^r3   :--re  TirGd  the   i?arth  rihakes  here  distlnctlv.      Thr-  sin-ht  last 
niaiht    ;hile  the  morters  were  flrinj?  was  most  beautiful,     v/e  could 
Hlstinctlv  see  the  flash,   then   the  shell   lip'ht?d  bv  its  fcumlnf?  fuse 
and  describing  in  its  course  a  perfect  semicircle,  like  a  rainbcur. 
Therc^were  at  times  five  or  six  shells  in  the  air  at  once,  all  apparently 
traveling  the  same  path  through  the  heavens.     Beside  tiie  music  made 
there  at  Island  no  ten  there  are  two  forts  at  New  Madrid  of  twenty 

ana  a  nail  mile  opp.  them  another  fort  of  fvo  ♦»ii*>*»  w^?**  *>"*•»-...   .■> 
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more  or  l^ss  every  day  at  'the  enemy  across  the  River  or  at  Boats  or 
•^raall   crafts  tryina:  to  run  the  blockade.     Dont  you  think  we  have  noise 
enough,  Put  the  noise  of  the  cannon  and  morter  is  not  all  now.     Yesterrta^ 
®T5?7"^  ^'^       ^^^  nie:ht  the  enemy  across  the  River  were  busy  digging 
rifling  pits.     In  the  evening  so  long  as  we  could  see  we  kept  up  a 
steady  fire^at  them  with  our  rifles,     yany  of  the  Balls  did  not  reach 
the  other  shore  but  enouj^h  did  to  keep  the  Rebels  in  hot  water.     Today 
thoy  thought  to  pay  us  of f  and  took  their  position  in  their  rifle  pits 
and  biased  away  at  us  for  about  two  hours.     As  a  general  thing  their 
balls  fell  on  the  riveifbut  a  few  fell  in  our  camp.     Che  pierced  Capt 
Cassy»s  tent,  another  fell  in  front  of  rav  tent,  -/hi oh  I  picked  up.     It 
v/ar,  an  ounce  ball  and  thrown  out  of  a  grooved  rifle.     Our  men  replied 
briskly  to  their  volleys  and  occasionally  a  shell  would  burst  over  them. 
None  of  our  men  were  havmed.     After  the  firing  stopped  we  saw  a  icagon 
drive  up  and  two  men  were  placed  in  It.     They  were  either  killed  or 
wounded^     A  few  evenings  since  when  it  was  very  calm  and  while  Sitting 
on  the  River  bank  T  saw  a  rebel  soldier  come  dovm  to  .the  River  after 
wafcer.     I  hailed  him  and  asked  him  ^  "iihat  they  were  doin?''.     He  replied 
that  they  were  preparing  *-o  crive  us  a  warm  reception  when  w^  came  over, 

HrJ<H^n®L^?y.5l;?y  of^t^^^^south  intend  settling  the  present  difficulties. 
He  ^^did  "  by  fighting  it  out.**     "But^  said  I  "when  and  where  are  you 
?oing  to  fight  it  out."     He  made  no  reply  when  I  added,  "You  seem  more 

rJw^^^?^  ^^^^/^LI'"^  r^  ^''°™  ^^"^•^  ^^^  difficulty,  than  to  manfully 
tlfeht  it  out."     This  last  remark  displeased  him  much  as  did  the  Previous 
question  seem  to  nerplex  him.     He  now  sharnlv  reiterated  bv  asking? 
da^erwroir^'cco^         3tolen.-.l.at  are  you  going  to  do  with  thl* 

Oen  ?one  was  here  yesterday.     He  said  .lust  as  soon  as  our  gunboats 

Ipi^n^S^oHL^^^'i^^^  ^^''^  ?•  ^^^^  ^^"^  fifteen  thousand  trSofroTthe 
Tennessee  shore.     We  are  anxious  to  see  our  boats  down  here,  for  we  want 
\l  ^f^^f c^oss  the  !iiver  <^nd  put  the  impudent  Rebels  there  to  flight. 
The  action  of  Com.  Foot  seems  quite  strange  to  me.     Fro^i  wh^t  they  tell 
^n J^L^r  ^^;:^,^^^''^^at  No.  10)   it  seoms  that  he  never  has  fairly 
?o^mSnr  m!  Pf^fi®^"'^'''^?  *     ^  ^^  ^^  ^2^^^  ^«  dangerous  for  the  Com. 
^^^-^^^^^^^^^^^  oj^thg^ejjmgjs^iuns^buj^thers^il^      . 

Doif^r     T^rr  ^^^^  ?^^®  ?  ^®^"^  against  it.     Such  in  rav  mind  is  poor 
r^;;«o\i,       4^^'"^^'^  ^^"®  between  Ky.  and  Tennessee  terminates  right 

and  Tpnn«^«li''!Mf''^?  ?^''^-     ?^  ^  ?^"^  ^  ^"^  ^^^^  ^"^  l^<^k  into  Ky, 
and  Tennessee  while  Arkansas  is  only  twentv  to  the  westward. 

T  rorrl^hot^nr®  ^Lr  °?^"^  Charles,  Sarah  and  Mrdie  each  a  letter.   I 

r J^o^nH^f  ^ettin:^  letters  from  them  all  but  it  was  just  as  we  left    -v. 

thi^«5^  „n?^rfl?r  a  letter  then  I  could  not  as  we  were  every  day  on      ®H^ 

^Lrnt^^i\''Kor.^^^  ^^^^'^^  ^^  ^^^^^-     ^^«  ^  ^^^  almost  forgotten 
had  rpi^?vfJ  iL?!"^  answered^and  whose  I  had  not  and  those  from  whom  I 
?Sf/^r^®^  letters.     When  I  send  a  letter  to  vou  it  is  as  much  for 
them  to  read  and  as  much  for  their  information  ks  for  vours.^o  each 
one  of  t^^em  you  see  ought  to  write  me  a  letter  for  every  one  I  smd 
there.     This  is  what  I  tell  the  folks  at  home:     But  1  Jdirvet  SSte 

papers  as   lone  as  there  is T^ebel  Lf t  "'"'''^^^  ^^""^^ 

to  dof  ''-icn.h^Ch^^rl'!^^i^le^^^  T^^  '^"^'-    Z'^^^^'  ^"^"^^^^  ^^3  much 

an(2  then  he  is  not  sS^usy  business  man  :iunday  comes  occasionally 

ni.ht'bu?  Td^rminf  i^  a1'there1s'n?«Sr^^^  and  will  have  to  be  up  all 

awake.  Now    Lottie fneit  ^Ime't^*  Jl^l^e^t  l2s^^^r^g^\'»^^^^^ 
Paoer.     I  think  you  might  write  two  <^f.r.^^  5,,iT'*:^    ■''^  ?««•«  w  j.etter 


On  boar^  the  Dan'l   Taylor 
Aoril  17tVi  1M62 


4t 


of  Mpril   three  corapanies   oftho. 

left  Hew  .'^iadrid  for  dowilthe  Mlssippi 

its   led   the  exDeditioir  and  xoljoweri 


*'e  have  t^ken  to  roving.     At  two  eclock  in  the  morninr  of  the  13th 

c>n.l\  with  over  twenty  thousand  troops 

lUver.     KiBiht  prun  and  four  morter 
boats   led   the  exDedition^and  f  oil  owed  by  tv/onty  five  larere  Transports. 
Iieavy  loaded  with  men,  canncn,  horses,  mules,  and  provision.     At  daybreak 
I  made  my  way  to  the  upper  deck  to  see  what  was  to  be  seen.     On  ahead 
about  three  miles  from  the  Polar  3tar-the  leading  transport*  were  the 
Oun  boats,  two  abreast,  closely  followed  by  the  Morter  Boats  and  all 
steadilv  makinsT  their  way  to  the  heart  of  Seceshia.     The  Transports 
followed   one  after  another  Aind  about  a  quarter  of  a  rdle  apart*      The 
sif^ht  was  indeed  pleasing  to  me  as  well  as  indicative.     The  fleet    ^^   r  / 
advanced  in  this  way  till  the  leadini;  transport  was  just  opposite 
Hales  Landing;  and  the  Gunboats  were  out  offsight  round  the  Great  Bend 
when  heavy  firing  was  heard  through  the  point  of  timber  in  the  direction 
of  our  Gunboats.     Immediately  the  leading  transport  came  to  land  on  the 
Tennessee  side  art d  was   followed  by  all  the   others  as  thev  carae  up.     The 
firing  was  kept  up  oyer  half  an  hour  very  briskly  -^hen  it  ceased.     An 
exoress   boat  soon  came  round  the  point  and  reported  that  O'lr  boatd  were 
met  bv  seven   ^ebel  Ounboats  and   that   the  latter  vrere  sent  crippled 
do  n  the  current.     Alter  a  delay  of  two  hours  the  fleet  moved  on^  slowly. 
It  reacKed  the  Rend  at   Osceola  about   two  p.m.     Tf^re  the  Chicasam  Bluffs 
came  in  si^ht  and  on  them  we  coul  ^  see  encampments   of  the  enemy  and 
in  tiers  were  lars^e  p:un3   overlookini^  the  river.     About  a  mile  below 
Osceola  the  whole  fleet  came  to  land.     On  both  sides  of  the  River 
scouts    ^ero  started   out  but  thev  could  2:0  but  a  short  distance  on 
account  of  the  swamps.     Thciiumber  and  situation  of  the  enemy  was 
unknovm  to  len.   Pooe,     These  he  must  know  before  s:olnfir  forth,  so  he 
concluded  to  r^et  some  of  the  inhabitants  aboard  and  question  them. 
Gf?n,    "op{=  sent  for  Com.   Foot,  -?=*n  Paine,  'ren  h'amllton,   ard  Gen.    Stanly, 
to  corae  aboarci  his  vessel.      Then  his   ooat  came  along  side  our  boat 
vhen  the  three  companies   of  3S.   were  ordered  to  put  on  their  armament 
^nd   pa33   over  to  his  boat.      #vhen  we  had 


(letter   stops   here,       "e'-t  missing) 


f'.ci.      1  C'?n  ^Qt  no  inK  ?;ooa  ior  anything,  go  be  patient  v;hen  vou  j^et 

this.  /a  At 

*.       '  In  camo  live  miles  from  Corinth 

*'     N  /^qv  11th  1?^62 

Sistr^r  Lottie 

I  se^'  if  I  don't  ivrite  I  will   p^etnno  letters      It  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  a  chance  to  write  here,  now.     Evere  since  we  landed 
here  there  has  not  been  twent*''  four  hours  at  a  time  that  we  have  been 
off  iutv.     We  have  been  and  are  now  the  advance  of  Ocn  Popes  forces, 
and  every  time  Gen  Fqie  haH  made  an  advance  the  Tates  Sharp  Shooters 
took  the  lead  and  did  the  fiprhtini^t  and  every  time  the  enemy  has  advanced 
they  have  jB^one  forward  to  check  their  progress.     We  were  in  fear 
skirmishes  previous  to  the  third  (of  May)  when  we  were  in  a  reiralar 
battle  when  Oen  Paine  and  the  33  killed  more  Rebels  than  did  any 
ref?iment  at  the  Battle  of  Shiloh.     The  Chicajs?o  Papers  attempted  to  le^ive 
an  account  of  the  engagement  but  they  did  not  iBjet  the  first  item  correct. 
The  reporters  are  not  allowed  this  side  of  Oen  Pope's  quarters  and  the 
accounts  they  send  back  are  not  one  in  fifty  correct.     Tou  know  very 
little  what  is  ^oing  on  here.     So  do  the  papers  there.     At  ten  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  third  The  whole  of  Oen  Popes  forces  was  ordered 
to  move  forward.     The  33  as  usual  were  in  the  advance  as  skirmishers 
and  they  were  supported  on  the  right  b/  the  tenth  and  sixteenth  Ills 
nnd  on  the  left  by  the  tenth  and  fourteenth  Mich  and  these  Regiments 
in  turn  were  suDPorted  by  the  remainder  of  Oen  Popes  force.      In  this 
way  we  advanced  very  cautiously  about  an  hour  when  in  the  middle  of  a 
cotton  field  the  enemy  ooened  a  severe  fire  upon  us.     There  fellows 
were  in  the  brush  in  the  edge  of  a  big  swamp.     This  swamp  la  a  mile 
and  a  half  wide  and  is  thickly  covered  with  underbrush  and  trees.     The 
The  moment  they  fired  on  us  and  before  they  could  ret oai^t the  whole  line 
of  skermishers  dashed  forward  and  did  not  fire  «»til  we  were  right  on 
the  enemy.     At  our  first  fire  they  broke  and  run  but  they  did  not  eio 
far  till  they  took  their  Place  behind  trees  and  awaited  our  approach 
When  v;e  came  up  to  them  again  the  work  commenced  in  earnest.     There 
\vas   on  our  side  four  hundred  Sharp  Shooters   en«rapred ,  ,and   on  the  rebels 
six  hundred  3,S.  and  two  Reg.   of  infantry.      On  our  side  each  ?Tian  fought 
or.  his  own  hook  and   I  tell  you  I  never  saw  men  work  with  more  earnestness 
in  my  life.      Rverv  man  seemed  to  think  his  life  depended  upon  his 
drivin*  back  tho  eneiny.      Our  men  would  leep  from  tree  to  tree  with  the 
rrreatest  speed  and  would  often  run  up  within  a  few  rods   of  a  rebel 
■;ho  was  watchincr  a  chance  to  shoot.     The  Rebels  fell  back  from  tree  to 
.^ree  and   fcusrht  nobly.      They  -vould  fire  then  turn  and  run  for  another 
tree, -When  doing  this  they  would  often  come  out  in  plain  sight/bf  our 
boys  and  many  of  them  were  shot  dead  while  their  backs  were  towards  us. 
For  about  three  hours  Oen  Paine  said  the  53  did  the  best  fighting  he 
ever  saw  or  heard  of.     For  three  hours  there  was  one  continual  crack 
of  musketry  until  the  Rebels  were  driven  entirely  out  of  the  swamp. 
They  were  reenf orced  on  the  hill  by  a  battery  and  two  infantry  and  one 
cavalry  Reg.     We  did  not  go  out  o£  the  woods  but  took  shelter  frorn^  their 
grape  and  shell  behind  trees.     Caot.   Houghtalings  Ottawa  battery^'ficTame 
up  ^nd  after  half  an  hours  solendid  firiipi  compelled  the  en9it[f  to  retreat. 
When  they  did  retreat  we  followed  them'  as  before  and  went  half  a  mile 
beyond  Farmington.     The  enemy  fell  back  behind  their  works  a  r.ile  and. 
a  half  from  Corinth^     We  then  fell  back  over  the  big  swamp  where  we  are 
yet  encamped   lust  t^ro  miles  from  Farminjjton  and  six  from  Corinth.     In 
this  eneragement  the  33  lost  two  men  killed  and  eleven  wounded.     *^e  (6ur 
troops)  killed   in  the  swamp  one  hundred  ??ni   eiprhteen  of  the  enemy  who 
were  hurried  by  our  men,  Quite  a  number  of  wounded  were  taken,  besides 
seventeen  fighting  prisoners.     The  Artillery  killed  several  On  the  hill 
SSI«^  4.w?r  5^??P*    J^®"  ^®  returned  to  camp  there  was  ons  continuous 
«nnL^'?«M''^^''''^^  The  other  regiment^ 

«^«^i  !u     ^"^  V""?  ^"^  "^  "^^  ^*^^^  ^'^^^  3tand  by  the  3$  so  long  as 
a  man  of  them  is  left.     On  the  seventh  Oen  Pooe  made  r^ci^W«^«err*r 
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towards  Corinth  "vyith  his  whole  force.     The  arranj^ement  of  his  forses 
v?ere  as  usiaal.     We  were  ahead  and  advanced  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  Corinth.     Here  we  found  batteries  and  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  behind ttem.     The  enemy  was  in  lar<;e  force  and  we  eoald  hear 
the  long  Roll  beat  in  the  Corinth  qamps ,  and  soon  a  perfect  ocean  of 
troops  were  on  the  way  to  reenforce  the  rebels  works*     But  as  Oen  Pope 
was  strictly  ordered  not  to  brinfl;  on  a  f^eneral  eniB?a^ement ,  he  ordered 
us  not  to  fire  into  their  line  of  Battery.     We  lay  about  an  hour  within 
fifty  rods  of  the  main  line  of  enemy.     Their  skermishers  were  a  few  rods 
ah^d  of  their  infantry  line  and  a  line  of  cavalry  was  Just  |ehind« 
OurSd  anci  the  skermishers  of  the  Itebels  kept  up  a  continual  fire,     the 
Rebeis  were  in  pits  and  they  also  had  possess  of  a  house  which  was 
4|utT0unded  by  bie;  lituns.     fhie  Ri^ht  of  our  line  was  a  little  in  advance 
of  the  house.     So  we  wero  fired  upon  from  the  front  and  from  the  left. 
Capt.  Orodsers  Company  and  l^ieut  Baker* s  section  and  my  secti<BO  wero 
in  a  i^e  fi#2.d.     theftye  wias  over  our  heads  but  the  Rebels  could  see 
ttie  |*ye  mbve  and  the  bullets  were  well  aimed  and  cut  down  the  stocks 
rlprht  lively.     In  this  ehiiiiagefflent  we  lost  in  our  Bat  one  man  killed 
and  two  wounded.  )te1or  Applebee  of  the  seventh  Ills  Cavalry  %«&  killed 
but  a  few  rods  from  me.     19 one  others  were  killed  on  our  side.     V^e  got 
back  to  camp  at  nine  p.m.     I  was  v<erv  tired.     The  next  day  The  next  day 
Generals  Price,  Vandoren,  and  Bras^g  with  twenty  five  thou     and  men 
(drove  in  our  pickets)     Oen  Pope  had  two  Reg  of  pickets  on  tha  other 
side  of  the  swamp.     These  ware  driven  in  but  Oen  Pope  had  his  whole 
force  drawn  up  and  ready  to  cross  the  swamp.     In  halh  an  hour  Oen  Beul 
sent  twenty  thousand  under  Oen  Nelson  to  support  Pope.     The  S3  advanced 
half  way  acroas  the  swamp.     The  Rebels  came  in  force  within  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rMs  of  us  and  burned  a  bridge.     Their  whole  line  fired  roily 
fkf^ei*  ,f Oi,ly  into  the  swamp  and  their  cannon  threw  shell  and  alibt  but V^^ 
irerwere  secure  behind  trees.     The  enemy  soon  retired  but  the  whole  of 
Qenls  Pope  and  Nelsons  forces  remained  in  line  all  night  axpeotlng  an 
attack.     The  S3  start  in  the  swamp  in  the  advance,  The  result  of  it  is 
I  had     the  tooth  acke  dreadfully  and  now  one  side  of  my  face  is  swolen 
Up  as  large  as  four  faces  ought  to  be.     It  has  pained  me  seyersly  and 
does  yet  but  it  is  nothing  dair/|eirous  and  I  can  stand  it  and  do  duty  so 
lonsr  as  I  can  drink  coffee  and  eat  soup.     This  is  all  I  can  eat  now. 
More  than  half  of  tbe  time  ji'^iC^^Js^*^  have  been  here  we  have  slept  under 
trees,  with  our  sword  and  uiriirm   (?   )   on.     Our  men,  you  mi||ht  say 
sleeps  all  the  while  on  their  arms.     Every  man  is  recuired  to  sleni) 
v;lth  his  e<^uipmont  bv  his  side.     I  see  the  Chicago  Papers  have  attempted 
to  tell  how  Oen  Popes  army  is  Brigaded.     I  think  thev  have  not  ^e  ri^ht. 
Col.  Morgan  commands  the  first  Brigade  and  is  composed  ofi  the  ten1;h 
and  sixteenth  Ills  the  tenth  and  fourteenth  Michigan  and  the  Yates 
Sharp  Shooters.     The  fifty  first  111   is  considered  the  poorest  regirnent 
in  the  azw.     Oen  Pope  calls  it  the  *'Band  Box  Reg.**     The  officers  are 
good  enough  and  brave  enough  to  conduct  a  dress  parade  but  when  It  comes 
in  the  field  where  the  bullets  whiae  and  shells  burst  they  are  found 
wanting.     Last  Fridays  work  proves  this.     They  were  ofl  the  Reg  out  on 
picket  duty.     The  officers  and  men  made  a  most  disgraceful  retreat 
offering  no  opposition  at  all  to  tha  advancing  force.     I  saw  the  men 
comins:  in  few  together  some  without  giins  or  knapsacks.     I  saw  t  Lieut 
coming  through  the  woods  all  alone.     The  forty  second  was  the  other  Reg 
out  on  picket.     It  retreated  in  good  order.     Col  Roberts  threw  out  his 
riaht  and  left  companies  as  skermishes  to  prevent  his  regiment  from 
being  surrounded  and  offered  a  determined  oDoosition  to  the  advancing 
foe  and  so  rf^tarded  its  progress  that  Oen  Pope  had  time  to  gat  his  array 
in  readiness  to  fight.     Had  there  been  another  Regiment  like  the  5ISII/^ 
instead  of  the  42nd  out  on  picket  there  Is  no  possible  doubt  but  wf 
would  have  been  cut  to  pleeas  and  Popea  whole  army  iurWlaad  aa  was  Oi 
^^^r  Jm^  indignation  M.f,|ttoSard  tho^*^  •^^r^f^MM.mM  o< 
been^able  t6  isbmwanirf  it  ■%fMi%fl'^^^ei  ■i*A'.iu^ 
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would  like  to  Vrovr  when  Hen  Hallock  is  p'olns^  to  take  Corinth.     It  may 
be  that  he  will  take  it  tomorrow  and  maybe  not  for  six  weeks* 

Lottie  I  have  ^ot  prettv    ^ell  used  to  fighting.     Col  Morcran  ' 
says  v/e  have  -^one  as  much  fifl:htin<»  as  any  equal  number  of  men  from  Ills. 
At  first  I  did  not  like  it  at  all.     When  a  bullet  would  i^is  elbse 
by  me,   I  thoug;ht  the  next  mif^ht  come  closer,  But  too  many  have  pass  me 
iiow  to  be  so  thoughtful  of  them.     Z  do  not  crave  them  yet.     Men  in  the 
rye  field  a  ball  struck  very  dose  my  feet  and  I  commenced  poking 
it  around  with  my  boot  when  several  balls  came  very  close  to  my  head. 
Some  of  the  Rebel  33  had  discovered  me  and  and  was  making  a  target 
of  my  head.     I  am  well  except  my  face.     It  is  a  shame  that  none  of 
you  do  not  write. 


From  your  Brother 


JSReynolds 


/:*/* 
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In  Camp  three  miles  Gast  of  Corinth^  Miss. 

?fey  26th  1862 


Sister  Lottie 

Last  evening  I  received  your  letter  of  the  19th«     You  certainly 
must  have  been  in  excellent  humor  i  for  you  wrote  more  news  thsok  you 
have  before  for  two  months,     I  slept  much  better  for  having  received 
-nch  letter,     ?ou  think  it  is  titrange  that  the  3,3,  are  not  often 
mentioned  in  the  Chicago  papers*     It  is  plain  why  they  are  not.     The 
d*3«  are  In  the  advance  when  marchinic  and  when  encamped  and  no  persons 
except  the  commanding  offj-cers  are  allowed  to  come  as  far  out  as  we  are, 
A  few  days  since  a  reporter  of  the  (Kcago  Times  made  his  way  out  to  our 
tjamp  but  lias  hert  onlv  a  few  minutes  till  he  was  under  arrest  and 
iparched  back  to  the  Guard  House  between  two  bayonets.     The  Correspondents 
ar©  allowed  to  visit  only  the  rear  troops  and  they  know  nothing  of  what 
is  ^oin«5  on  ahead  except  f row  reports  and  thev  are  never  correct.     The 
account  of  Raiments  engaged,  in  the  Chicago  Papers  is  incorrect 
always,     Spme  time  ago  when  Gen  Paine  went  so  close  to  Corinth  an rl 
found  a  masked  Battery,  the  Papers  were  loud  in  praise  of  Oen,  Falmer 
and  his  troops ,  when  the  fact  id  Oen.  Palmer  and  his  troops  were  in 
Camp  all  day  and  Col,  Morgan  and  his  brigade  were  the  ones  that  did 
the  worki     That  dav  we  lost  one  man  killed  and  tvo  woiindod,     Capt, 
Orover  of  Joliet  discovered  the  battery  and  Capt  Moralls   .md  our  Company 
went  within  fifty  rods  of  the  enemys  line  of  battle ,  yet  according,  to 
Chicago  Papers  it  was  the  Birge's  3,3.  that  did  all  this,  when  they 
were  not  within  sixteen  miles  of  here. 

You  spoke  of  the  boys  I  enlisted,     3everal  of  them  have  gooe  home 
sick,-     Oscar  Hudson,  Louis  Row  and  George  Beaumont,     One  has  died— 
John  Oepny,  whiose  folks  live  South  of  Fathers  about  five  miles.     The 
redt  of  the  boys  are  well.     ^  Schell  is  a  Sergeant  and  a  first  class 
soldier,     ''^ard  Knickerbocker  is  quite  sick.     He  has  been  in  the  Hospita  1 
about  a  week  and  is  no  better.     He  has  the  billious  fever,     I  do  not     ' 
think  he  is  dangerous, 

A  battle  now  does  not  seem  so  iitanenent  as  it  did  a  week  aga two 
a»o  though  we  are  now  right  in  the  face  of  the  foe  and  see  their  pickets 
every  day.     About  one  hundred  rods  back  of  our  camp  a  very  high  pole 
has  been  set  up  and  a  man  remains  on  too  of  it  with  glass.     He  can  see 
the  ton  of  ho^ises  in  Corinth  and  the  fortifications  on  hills  around 
Corinth,  the  movement  of  troops  on  the  elevations  back  .-^nd  to  the  south 
v;est  oP  town.     Hf»  can  also  see  the  cars  f^o  and  come  on  the  Ohio  and 
nobile  R,R,  and  says  they  are  either  bringing  in  or  carrving  out  many 
troops  for  very  long  passenger  trains  are  constantly  running.     It  is 
verv  quiet  here  now.     Our  Battalion  has  no  picket  duty  to  do,  nor  any 
other  dutv  except  to  use  the  rifle.     I  have  a  aplendid  Ehfield  Rifle 
that  one  of  our  boys  took  from  a  rebel  sharp  shooter  he  killed,     I 
think  a  good  deal  of  it  and  will  take  it  home  with  me,  if  I  can,     A,P, 
Moore,  who  married  Amaline  Hines  (  you  knew  her,  she  has  deformed  arms  v 
and  hands)  killed,  the  rebel  and  gave  me  the  gun.     The  Paymaster  is 
nayins  off  the  men  in  our  brigado  and  we   vill  get  our  pay  in  a  few 
days.     Since  I  commenced  this,  Oscar  Hudson  has  returned  to  camp.     He 
is  hearty  and  stout. 

You  may  think  because  the  S3,  are  not  noticed  in  the  Chicago 
Paoers  th'it  they  are  not  in  any  Papers,     But  that  is  not  the  case.     In 
the  3t,   Louis   Republican   of  thf>  13th  thfjre  was  a  column  and  a  half 
iS^^kS'^m^S  ^li®  Tates  3,3,  exclusively.     There  has  been  J^everal  articles 
hn«^!irKi;/l     ^4  ^  T^  others  papers  that  I  have  seen  in  which  we  are 
«,?Sir  u^^  mentioned.     A  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  our  Bat  Jms 
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nonr?aniinp  Officer  in  this  Hivlaicfi   Vrorn  Gen  Po^^e  r^o^-n.     It  speaks 
well, too,  for  the  Pat  th«t  Oen  Pope  should  asslctn  as  our  Imwe^iate 
<5ucoort  the  four  best  rQe:lments  in  his  division— the  10th  and  l^th 
Ills  and  ll^th  MO.     At  the  renuest  of  the  officers  of  the  Bat.  the 
51st  was  removed  ^nd  the  l6th  Ills  out  in  its     olace  as  our  left  center 
supoort.     The  51^t  acted  just  as  I  was  afraid  they  would  when  crowded 
and  it  is  onlv  the  lan^e  quantity  of  brandy  that  is  >«sted  oo  the 
reporters  v/ho  h^<ve  huns;  about  the  rei^iment,  why  they  have  not ''been 
denounced  by  those  knowing;  and  truthful  fellows  just  as  the  T?th  Ohio 
was  at  the  Pittsburg  Landinc;  fi|(ht«     You  <?aid  3arah  would  write  soon    ." 
1  do  hope  sho  wlll/^nd  OharleSy  too. 

Write  often  Krow  your  -brother 

J3  Reynolds 


Camp  Bie  Springs ,  Hiss. 
June  23rd/6<i 
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SlstRr  Lottie y 

I  received  vour  letter  of  the  l>tb  inat  this  morning  and,  as  Capt 
Orover  of  Joliet  is  ^oing  home  in  the  morning  I  will  answer  and  send 
it  by  him  to  Joliet*     He  has  been  unfit  for  duty  a  long  time  and  is 
going  home  to  recruit  his  health  and  will  return  if  well  enough »  about 
the  twelfth  of  July.     Lottie,   I*ve  Just  eaten  my  supper.     Warm  biscuit, 
potatoes,  fried  ham,  pickles,   butter,  blackberry  pie  and  a  little 
catawba  (just  to  keep  off  the  ague  and  ooole  a  fellow  in  this  dreadful 
hot  climate)  made  up  ny  supper.     X  am  as  he^nrty  as  a  buck.     Our  captain 
and  1st  Lieut  are  both  in  poor  health,  and  Lieut  Baker  will  start  home 
in  a  dayor  two  and  the  Capt  is  very  desirouii  of  going  home* 

There  is  no  longer  any  danger  of  the  enemy  disturbing  us:     So  Oen 
Hosecrand  ordered  that  all  the  leaded  enuis  in  camp  should  be  shot  off 
this  morning  at  precisely  five  oclock.     Che  hundred  and  forty  eight  of 
the  S«3.  had  their  suns  loaded  and  I  was  placed  in  command  df  them  to 
march  them  to  Oen.  Morgan's  Headquarters  where  all  his  command  was  to 
meet  to  fire  their  guns.     Here  1  found  about  five  thousand  men  for  the 
same  purpose  as  I  brought  mine.     The  3.3.  were  put  on  the  lead  of  this 
lore:  string  of  '*Blue  Jackets"  and  when  we  had  marched  about  a  mile  up 
the  rail  road  the  men  were  all  fronted  and  they  all  at  t^ie  same  time 
fired  their  oruns.     Over  five  thousand  men  firing  their  iPtuns  at  once  is 
somethins;  worth  hearing  and  seeing*     Now  we  are  here  with  unloaded 
guns  and  as  quiet  and  safe  as  though  we  were  in  Camp  Douglt^s. 

-'e  are  very  anxious  about  Richmond  affairs*     It  seems  to  me  that 
Oen  MacLellen  has  got  more  than  he  can  do  there.      I  wish  the  President 
woulr'  order  Cen  Pope  to  Richmond     I  would  like  to  go  there  and  have  a 
hand  in  that  affair.       1  did  not  write  home  for  some  time  after  Corinth 
was  evacuated.     I  had  nothing  to  write  with  and  nothing  to  write  en 
unless  I  had  it^ritten  on  the  coat-tail  of  a  fleoing  Rebel  wibth  my 
sword  point. 

Orders  have  be-^n  isued  from  headquarters  to  the  effect  that  no 
officer  will  be  ^ranted  a  leave  of  absence  unless   on  the  account  of 
severe  disability.     My  prospects  ?ire  not  verv  good  at  present  for  a 
loavp  of  absence.     I  exoect  to  be  at  home  some  time  between  now  and 
Christmas.     I  broke  my  sword  blade  the  other  day  close  to  the  hilt,  and 
am  now  without  a  dress  sworde.     i^t  one  to  fi»ht  with.     An  old  secesh 
one,  and  a  savage  looking  thin«c  it  is,  too.     It  isabout  as  lon^  as  a 
svthe,  sharp  and  heavy.     The  dav  Corinth  was  evacuated  I  with  eight 
men  was  out  scouting  towards  Oansville  when    fe  suddenly  came  upon 
t-?entv  four  Rebel  CavalrVf  and  fired  into  them.     They  posted  off  as 
fast  as  their  horses  would  carr"*  them  and  one  oftthem  in  his  prreat  haste 
dropped  his  sword  which  I  relieved  him     he  ttjouble  of  picking  up.     That    ' 
is  the  one  I  have  now.     But  I  am  in  need  of  a  dress  3Word  as  the  regulation? 
of  war  demand  it«     There  is  no  chance  of  getting  one  here  without 
pavinff  about  four  prices  for  it  and  that  I  won't  do.     Wonder  if  mv 
numerous  Friends  will  not  make  me  a  present  of  a  thirty  dollar  sworde? 
If  they  should  it  would  not  make  me  sick,  very. 

I  see  by  the  papers  the  new  constitution  is  adopted.     I  am  sorry 
but  so  it  is.     Thousands  in  the  armv  had  no  opportunity  of  voting  upon 
it.     That  was  our  fix.     Write  how  all  the  folks  are  at  home,  how  Fathers 
health  is  this  summer  and  mothers  too,  and  Orandmothcrs.     I  am  running 
my  lines  crooked  so  I  had  better  stop. 

Your  Brother       JS Reynolds 


•>*»r-^       ^  *" 


^^A^..,     .0.^0 1   uuj.y   pcn/<:>4 


/- 


near  Brother  Chan  ^8 ,  ^«^  %J^^ -/ (4;  8  <i  > 

I  flcot  vour  letter  today.     It  contained  lota  ofnews.     I  would  like  to 
have  been  at  Fathers  to  have  spent  the  fourth  with  you  all.     But  I  could 
not  possibly  get  off  as  I  htuve  had  charge  of  the  Gonpany  for  tone  time. 
Our  Capt.  is  sick,  Lieut  Baker  went  home  sick  so  you  see  I  aa  alone. 
There  is  strong  talk  of  Oen  P^ines  division  i;oing  to  Itlohmond  at  once. 
I  hope  it  is  so.     We  should  have  {one  there  two  w#eks  ago  and  limped 
Mclellen*     It  is  sad  news  we  got  fron  Itiohmond  now*     though  the,  papers 
say  Gen.  McLellen  has  got  the  best  of  it,  I  cannot  seo  hov  thatj^Si  fron 
all  accounts*     It  seems 
oome  out  .with  his 


I  to  me  he  is  badly  worsted  m9  tM^*    But  |a  pjay 

all. idght, yet;  .:..:;-;- ^.v.«^-^--^^^^^^^^^ 
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General  Roseerans  is  ^pionanding  the  army  df  the  Iiii|»i88ppi  ,|||iif  , 
Gen,  Popes , Aa  AiiBy*     He  ii  It  f ine  wh— Ocnmon  as  an  did  famerj  but 
a  strict  and  energetic  offle^r*    Ne  reminds  one,  In  many  reapeete,  of    ' 
Gen  Pope.    It  would  have  be<ih  our  delight  to  have  gone  'tith.  Gen  l^ope. 
His  whole  ^rmy  minted  to  go  with  him*  % 

I  have  been  quite  busy  to-day  and  will  be  for  iome  da;jr9  to  oone,       ir 
if  we  do  not  move*    General  Roseerans  has  ordered  a  court  inartlal  to 
try  some  soldiers.     I  am  Jndge  Advocate  of  this  court  and  find  the     '^';<'^' 
ditties  hot  very  light.     The  Court  Martial  was  in  session  io'^ay  an<}  will 
take  several  days  to  finish  up  the  business  before  it.  ; 

I  was  quite  sick  for  a  week  with  th€»  billlpus  fever  and,  Jaundice. 
The  latter  still  hang  about  me,  yet  I  am  feeling  Quite  well.     I  suppose 
Parker  is  up  in^   'estern  Tennessee.     I  have  not  seen  nor  heard  anything 
of  him.     I  don t  know  what  General  lOavid  is  under.     I  would  like  to  hear 
from  them*     Our  Colonel  has  gone  home  also  our  Ad^jutanty  three  captains 
and  four  I^ieuts  have  resiipied  and  gone  home.     They  have  eot  enough  fighting. 

Tell  Sarah  she  nrust  be  very  busy  indeed,  if  she  finds  no  time  to 
write,  as  often  as  you  do  at  least.       Write  often,  l^^^x       ^    ^4##%f^ 


*?i^v 


Tour  Brother 


JS Reynolds 


■--^'«<:;**-' 


'^m( 


■  'VfiJiif.,v> , 


■-:^;'M^ 


:^kh:L.L. ::-  _*  ^HibiLHL.aSi:^:i.^;3 


'±SJ£::.:i:M,iibi,:.^XMi::^ 


Camp  ?^lg  3Drin||4,M33 

Julv  14th  lrt62 


/4 


'>f»ar  brother, 

Yesterday  I  wrote  to  Lottie  stating  how  long  it  had  been  since  I 
had  received  a  letter  from  home »   "lit  all   is  right  now.     All  the  back 
mail  come  today.     Four  letters  and  a  paper  for  me«^*«one  from  you,  one 
froi  Lottie,  one  from^Hattie  and  one  from  Lieut  Baker.     It  makes  a 
fell  ;r  f eel  bully  here  to  get  a  good  big  mail.     I  was  surprised  to 
hear  that  Joe  and  Ntwcomb  are  lawing  it*     I  dont  like  lawing  ayself 
but  if  Joe  is  right  I  say  go  in  to  the  last.     He  must  Aook  out  and  keep 
a  good  understanding  with  Tcm^r*     I  do  not  iwiderstand  how  it  is  that 
Joe  is  sued  and  not  Tonnor.     I  wish  Joe  would  Inform  me.     Z  aa  entirely 
in  the  dark»     X  have  not  heard  yet  how  that  matter  was  settled  with 
Granger  and  how  the  on4  hundred  and  one  little  natters  have  been  arranged. 

John,  how  mysterious  that  fourth  of  July  affair  of  yours  and  Lotties 
is.     Tou  wrote  that  Joe,  yourself ,  Lottie  and  Miss— went  to  Morris.* 
Lottie  wrote  *JH  and  Co.     went  to  Morris  instead  of  Chicago.**     Hattie 
wrote  about  as  follows  that  "JH  %  Lottie  and  two  others  went  to  Morris •** 
How  mife^hty  funny,  funny  all  that  is.     Z  can  make  this  out  of  it«     Joe 
took  Lottie  and  they  went  to  Morris  to  celebrate  the  fourth.     JH  took 
Helen  Snood  and  went  to  Morris  to  celebrate  the  fourth.     Is  not  this 
the  long  %  short  of  it.     I  tell  vou  John  If  I  ever  went  with  as  fine  a 
younff  Lady  as  rai^s  Helen  I  would  write  not  Miss— but  Miss  Helen  Snood 
in  full  type. 

John  do  not  be  too  fast  about  enlisting.     The  new  regiments  that 
have  come  down  here  this  summer  have  suffered  greatlv  '-fith  sickness. 
Often  out  of  nine  or  ten  hundred  men  only  two  or  three  hundred  are  fit 
for  duty.     Those  which  enlisted  during  last  winter  and  got  use  to  a 
soldiers  fare  during  cold  weather  stands  it  much  better  here.     I  would 
never  enlist  durin<?  hot  weather,  and  besides  a  better  chance  nay  offer 
itself  to  vou  bv  fall. 

I  hecrd  about  ths  fourth  that  Ward  ha  got  home,  but  today  I  saw 
his  name  in  the  paper  as  beeing  in  Keokuk,  Iowa*  I  ifish  he  could  f^et 
home.     Ive  not  heard  from  him  in  a  long  time* 


Write  soon, 


your  Bro   Joseph 


Carnp  Bis:  Springes ,  Miss.  July  26 

n 

^ear  Brother  Willie, 

Hurrah  for  you     Bill? If  I  have  .just  ^ot  your  letter  and 
tt  tells  m<»  how  many  calves  ^nd  colts  vou  have  on  the  farm.     It  tells  when 
ou  commenced  hayins:,  and  hov/  the  &;rass  looks  this  year,  how  hieh  the  com 
is,  how  all  the  grain  looks ^  and  the  fruit  looks,  too, 

Wo'x,  Willie^  this  is   lust  what  I  hav*»  been  wanting  to  know  ever  since  last 
Nav  and,  lol   I  have  found  it  out  at  last*     I  have  been  prettv  sick  again 
since  I  wrote.     It  is  my  Liv^'^r  that  bothers  me  so  much*     I  am  pr ©tiv  well 
now,  ai^ain    ,  and  I  think  X  will  get  along  by  being  careful.     I  f  I  get  down 
verv  sick  I  will  go  home  at  once.     1  can  leave  here  at  six  in  the  morning 
and  arrive  at  Chicago  at  nine  the  next  day  evening,  so  you  see  it  is  npt  so 
Ion;?  a  trip  in  time   ,  if  it  is  in  distance.     It  is  rail  road  all  the  way 
except  from  Columbus  to  Cairo  —twenty  miles  and  boats  that  Hiatance. 

Master  Numa  what  do  you  think  of  this  war?     Dent  you  think  Mr  Lincoln 
and  his  cabinet  have  played  with  and.  pitted  the  Rebels  long  enough       I  think 
he  has,'  ann  I  have  thought  so  for  months.     There  ia  ground  for  hope  how 
fromtthe  way  Lincoln  talks,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  the  same  old  thing  in  less 
than       month.     1  am  sure  of  one  thing,   that  is    ,  if  Lincoln  is  guided  by    . 
General  Halleck  v;e  may  fight  till  doomsday  and  the  rebels  will  be  stronger 
accordingly  than  we  are.     Oen.   Halleck's  protecting  policy  never  will  put 
Hox^m  the  r'ebellion.      If  things  go  on  as  thev  have  doiiA  I  will  leave  the 
army  and  go  to  Australia  where  I  will  never  hear  of  our  Country's  disgrace 
The  girls  write  of  your  plowinp;  com  all  alone.     How  would  you  like  to 
plow  com  '»;ith  foi^  or  fifty  negro  bovs  ^  girls  in  the  field  as  there  is 
here?     You  would  not  get  lonesome  then.      I  would  rather  be  in  a  field 
alone  than  where  such  baboons  are, 

*'ou  must  write  such  good  letters  often* 

''^our  Brother 


JSRfivnolds 


*>r'«o  riea-^  Creek,   '^i33.    \ur  l'^.th/62 


/i 


pflr  Sister  Lottie^ 
I  ;yoT    1  letter  frora  vou  a  da/  or  two  since  and  will  answer  it  this  evenine* 
>  havp  novpn   our  camnlngr  pl-jce.  :i»^ain«     A   pretti-^ir  place  you  never  saw  than 
/e  now  occupy.     From  where  I  now  sit  A  can  look  down  into  the  deep  ejlen 
before  me  ^nd  by  raising  -^  eye  I  can  Plainly  8«e  General  ^osecraifs  quarters 
on   the  hill   beyond, '    Notwithstandinj?;  this  the  treps  st-mci  v^rv  thiek  but 
th<»v     re  so  very  strait  and  tall  and  not  a  limb  is  there  less  than  forty 
or  ^Iftv  fr^^t  from  the  (ground.     The  tops   of  the  trees  are  very  heavy  and 
^ridespread  and  they  often  touch       The  like  of  such  2  never  saw  up  Wiwrth. 
''y  tent  ia  under  one  of.  those  trees  and  the  sun  hardly  touches  it  the  whole 
'ay.     I  .h?^ve  a  lar«^e  walled  tent,  and  in  it  mv  bunk  which  Is     bout  three 
ff?«t  hi«rh  and  verv  easy  to  sle*»n  on,  ray  writin?  desk,  h^t  rack,  which 
nothin?  mor'?  nor  less  than  a  hickorv  pole  set  in  the  ground  with  the  limbs 
'^ut  about   four  inches  lon^^   on   old  man's  chair  madf^  fron  n  Varrelfsuch  as 
'/r.    Raines  had  in  his  store)  a  camp  stool,  mv  trunk,  a  .seller  /*  hv  4  and 
thr^e  fept  dft«>p  and  ir  this  butter,  Bread,  Cheese,  potatoes   ♦2,*?0  per  bu, 
fflngrcr  snaps,  a  can  of  raspberries,  etc.   etc. 

Lrf^ie  vou  may  ere  tbis  have  heard  of  a\xr  sreat  loss  in  the  death  of 
^'^aior  ^latteson   .     He  died  on  the  eiisrhth  of  Au«  of  Typhoid  fever.     Mr.   k 

'r^.  Ooodtll    of  Joliet  arrived  ri  f(»w  hours  before  his  death.     Oiir  Colonel 
has  bpp'n  absent  since  the  evacuation  of  Corinth  and  profcablv  will  never  be 
3 bio  to  ."^oin  us  a^^ain.     the  hardships  of  t^  e  approach  to  Corinth  were  to 
;?rpat  for  him,     I  got  a  letter  fro-n  ?1r8.  Lieut  Baker  yesterday;  she  said 
Lieut  Piker  v/as  sick  abed  and  she   vas  afraid  he  had  the  quick  consumption* 
;apt  Payne  is  ilso  absent  and  I  think  he  will  never  return.     So  you  see  I 
am  the  onlv  officer  left  in  our  Co^  and  I  have  conimand     I  sign  m  name  to 
official  papers  like  this. '^JSHeyn olds  Lieut.   Comnand  Co  i^.**  Capt  John  Morrel]|^ 
'»ornmands  the  Battalitei.     He  is  a  farmer  anrf  lives  near  Uncle  Peter  Millers. 

3    ns  Ir  t>^e  Mexican  v/ar  under  Col.   Harden.     Flow  is   Park's  Company  gettini^ 
alonc^?     He  cannot  set  feis  dischanaje,  I  think,  untill  he  is  commissioned 
'^iDt.,    T  f^ot  -i  letter  ^rom  Colonel  ridck  of  tho  Kankakee  Valley  Regiment. 

'e  promised  me  the  Capt^iincy  of  a  Company   vhich  he  is  raisini?  for  hi* 
regiment.     *1r8.   Baker  •rrote  me  th  t  the  Companv  was  now  full  and  when   I 
rr»fu3?>d  the  Captaincy  Col.  '^ck  offered  it  to  Lieut  Baker.     I  prefer  my  _. 
place  to  thnt  of  a  cant^iin  o^  cor»»^on  infantry.     Lieut  Rakor  doG5?  the  same. 

''ou  -^ust  keep  no  Do.-it*^jd   in  resoect  to    /bat  thp  war  excitement  is 
o^r-^ctinp:  in  vour  nei";hborhood.      Toll  me  who  a-oes.      Is  Menrv  really  enlisted? 

b-'t  hof?  Joe  '^ouser  <=nllrtnd  os?     A   clerk  or  -'bat  not?     ''>11    Isaac  that  home 
is   the  best   place  for  him  the  hardships  of  war  v;oiild  he  too  rnucb  for  him 
'^^f^T]  Fntbor  n<"»ds  him  worse  tb^'Jn  the  U.S.  />?car  Hudson  v^  Fqtbe--  left  here 
the  9th   for  th^lr.  homes       I  sent  .^ISO.^0  by  him  to  Fathetr  ^t)(^  a   Hook  and 
?eco3h  fife.     I  al!^o  sent  mv  likeness  bv  him.      If  he  haft#;rot  '  epn  down  Father 
had  better  9 end  un  3t  once.      I  rot  a  letter  from  Hattie/Vnd  one  frora  Abram 
vestordav.     I  Answered  Abramsat  rnce  and  will  Hatties  soon.     I  am  rretting 
heartv'     s  i  Buck,     w  ite  often         lour  Brother     JSHovholds 


T.ottie  I  wr*ote  this  double  oulck     o  dont  look  at  mistakes. 


n 


V\  N    I   o  A^ 


Oear  ;3ister  Hattie, 

And  it  is  you  sure,  Hattie,  that  I.  am  after  writing  to  this  time* 
Faith  and  I  have  written  three  letters  home  within  even  so  rmnv  days 
And  it  is  one  I  sent  Sarah  and  anoth  to  /^bram  and  troth  another  7«t  to 
Lottie.     Am't  I  myself  a  genuine  St.   Patrick?     And  by  the  Holy  Virgin  Ive 
drove  all  the  frogs  out  of  ould  Ireland  and  it  is  me  that  will  be.  after 
drivin<=t  all  your  patience  away  by  writing  you  so  many  letters. 

But  its  not  only  home  that  I  write  sure,  for  about  twenty  letters  I 
have  got  from  some  <it  our  boys  who  have  sneaked  away  but  who  havn  been     '  ' 
notified  to  return  at  once  or  be  considered  deserters.     Some  write  me  that 
thev  are  lame  some  that  thev  arr»  blind  and  others  that  thev  aro  sick— all 
over  sick.     I  '/rite  then  all   that  they  must  either  send  an  ^army  surgeons 
CnrtificatQ  of  disabllitv**   or  re.loin  their  CoraOany  before  the  l^th  inst 
else  be  considered  as  deserters  and  shot.     I  have  no  patience  with  those 
cowards  who  deserted  us  >/hile  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  and  .^ust  as  soon  as 
the  l^th  is  past  I   -/ill  have  everv  one  who  has  not  returned  and  I  know  to 
be  ^rell,  arrested  and  broufltht  herp  for  trial. 

All   the  troops  ^re  mustered  next  monday,   the  l^th.     Before  that  time 
1  havft  three  muster  in  rolls  to  make  out— one  for  the  Secretary  of  War, 
one  for  the  Ad.lutant  General   of  Illinois  and  one  for  "nvself.     This  will  be 
no  little  .job,  but  I  have  Ward  to  help  me.     He  is  quite  well  again.     So 
m  I.     I  hear  that  George  Wagner  enlisted,  if  so  tell  father  to  keep  Abram*s 
moneyttill  he  hears  from  me  again*     You  know  I  sent  it  with  mine  by  Mr. 
Hudson.       Gen.   Hosecrans  Adjutant  has  Just  informed  me  that  I  would  be 
»»officer  of  the  day»»  tomorrow     I  dont  like  it  this  hot  weather,  for  the 
^'Officer  of  t^te  day<*  must||be  in  full  unifom  with  coat  buttoned  up,  aadh 
over  the  Shoulder  and  around  the  waist  and  the  belt  and  the  sword  on  and  / 
in  addition  on  such  ocoasionis  I  wear  the  French  bootes,w«he  forage  Cap  and  . 
ffauntlf^ts.     I  do  this  to  please  the  Qeneral  in  whose  presence  I  am  a  good 
ieal  when  "officer  of  the  day^'  and  who  has  a  peculiar  notion  that  everyone 
should  be  dressed  according  to  his  callinir       He  bar,   put  three  of  the 
^^attalion  officers  under  arrest  for  neglect  of  duty  while  "officer  of  day'^ 
They  are  Capt  Grover  Lieut  Moore  and  Lieut  Manning. 

I    rm  facing  to  Corinth  soon  to  get  me  a  coat  and  a   pair  of  pants.      They 
will  cost  about  forty  dollars  there. 

Tour  Brother     JSiieynolds 

Hattie,  wont  you  have  Pa  buy  me  a  dollars  worth  of  stamps  and  send  me  in 
your  next  letter     (They  are  not  to  be  had  here  now) 


/ 


I-ri-ka,     isa.     oeot  l3t  1.^62 


c?0 


^V  near  Slater, 

When   I  nrrlvei  in  c^mD  last  evenlni^i   I  found  your  letter  Ivlnfir  on  my 
t^iVlo,     'feu  wrote  r.e  thit  Henrv  wan   i^oinsr  v/ith   Parker,      This  surpipised  me 
as  Lottie  wrote  only  a  few  r^ays  since  that  he  was  comipK  down  here^  with 
Lieut  Baker.      To  be  sure  I   'hnnld  be  inuch  pleased  to  bavf»  hin  In  t^  e 
Compnnv  with  me,  but  if  he  so  wishes.     Go,   I  say,  by  all  means  into  Parker's 
Co.     Parker  I  know  will  do  the  fair  thini^  by  him,  an  -  it  la  no  snail  iten 
in  a  soldier's  welfare j  especially  in  war  times  like  these,  to  b«  under  a 
sensible,  friahdly  and  feeling  Captain. 

Had  he  come  here  he,  no  doubt,  would  have  seen  fip^htin^  sooner  and  more 
of  It  this  fall  than  if     in  a  new  regiment  for  many  d^ys  pa'is  before  Generals 
Price  and  Armstrong  Ti#ill   either  have  to  firht  or  run.     ^ener-^l  ^osecrans 
Army  is  all   ready  to  move  forward  and  he  onlv  awaits  the  arrival  of  a  few 
new  ^eiriments  to  j^uard  the  towns  alone?  tho  Charleston  and  Weraphis.  R.R.  where 
l^rsie  amoxrnt  of  Armv  Comnissarv  stores  are.     Oeneral  Rosecrans  force  is 
about  fortv  thousand  and  General  Prices  the  same  an'^  on  both  «5ideo  old  troons. 
Bureaucrard  is  expected  to  take  command  of  tho  Miasippi  army  nitain  and  Oen. 
Rosecr^jns  is  anxious  to  -rive  the  heroes  of  Corinth  at  least  one  rout  before 
'the  old  man  himself  arrives.     Cur  Battalion  is  ororaised  it?^  old  place  apain- 
the  advance  fi:uard  of  this  army  when  it  shall  move  aouth.     When  this  was 
annoiaiced  the  boys  cheered  round  after  romd  until   thev  v/ere  hoarse.     This 
was  on  Dress  Parade  and  Oen.   Hosecrans  made  the  announcement  himself.     I 
think  the  3attallon  boys  st»nd  in  good  favor  with  the  General.     They  at 
least  receive  a  .gjood  share  of  his  ratriraony       Cne  of  them  has  received  the 
appointment  of  mail  agent  on  t   e  Mobile  *  Ohio  "..K.  from.  Paducah  to  Corinth; 
a'^ other  one  the  same  on  th(?  M  ^  C  R  H  fron?  Corinth  to  ^ecatur.     The  division 
Post  l^astar  i     a  J>.3t  ard  also  the  Brigad  P.r<«.     General   Kosecrana  has  two 
clerks  from  the  Batt.     Gen  Stanlev  one  r»nd  thi>  Provost    "a rsh^l  one.     Also 
eic'bt  arc  on  detachod  service  as  detectives   in   tho  r'^rmy.      '^.-.^y  l-^ok   0!Jt 
for  any  irreji^ularities  in  the  array,  for  those  who  smui^arle  whisky  into  the 
lines  ^nH  are  on  tho  look-out   for  snies.      T:ot  a   few  vutMer^?)  .ihoos  have 
been  conf isc  xted  throufrh  their  ai^eneies  and  so.-ne  officers  court  martialed 
and  tvo  spies  c&uia^ht.     two  of  tr.ose  detectives  are  fror.  our  Company. 

Tn  the  Court  Mattials  appointed  bv  ^en.    'Hosecrans  th^rp  are  always  a 
^oorl  sprinkling  of  IVittalion  officers,     ^'''or  a  lonp"  time  ^>\pt?iln  Grover 
?nd  myself  were  members  of  a  r';eneral  Court  -la rtial—  T,     s  Judfre  Advocate, 

You  sooke  in  vour  letter  of  mv  not  jt  mbliner  as  do  a  orreat  many  in  the 
^rnv.      Cf  course  I  don't.     I  nevor  had  anv  inclination  to  drink  and  carouse 
or  «3:'imble.     1  s  ^e  too  much  of  it  around  me  \  the  bad  effect  It  caua«8  to 
become  a  dupe  mvself .     I  have  roc'^ivp'd  five  months  pav  ^rd    -?r)t  home  five 
hundrf?d  dollarsC  ?500.00) 

I  ^ave  received  a  little  pr-fsent  of  which   I  am  nuite  proiid  when   I 
consider  frOiH  what  source  it  carae  and  for  what  it  was  siyen.     You  remember 
in  the  last  letter  I  wrote  Charles   I  spoke  of  beinfr  at  the  head. of  a 
scoiitin?:  party  that  captured  three  Secesh  Soldiers  and  one  Citlaen,   Besides 
the  three  horsos  saddles  and  navy  revolvors  I  found  on  the  person  of  one 
of  the  orisoners  a  most  beutiflly  finished  Revolver,  a  socesh  shooter  and 
silver  Tiounted.     Thes     three  prisoners  turned  out  to  be  Guerillas  and  they 
'••ere  sum-^ie-ly  disposed  of.     '^heir  arms  etc.   f«-?ll  to  lU^•     ^ut  Cen  Rosecrans 
orders'^'  the  revolver  above  spoken  of  to  bo  presented  to  ne  as  a  token 


etc.       ho  would  not  be  a  solder  und  >r  such 
I  had  -iv  picture  taken   today.      I  vill 
verv  small  round  case,     ^'o  more  tonio'ht. 

From  your  Prother 
J^'^eynolds 


circumstances? 

3 end   it  to  Birdie.     It  is 


etc 
in  a 


»'. 


f 


Corinth  Cct  6th  l'*62 


9/  A- 


.e  are*3tlll  in  Corinth,  but  I  tell  you  it  -vaa  much  as  a  barp^in  that 
our  forc63  held  the  town,      ihe  Rebels  were  perfectly  deperate  and  fought 
like  mad  men.     On  the  third  of  Oct.  th.e  fischt  was  kept  up  from  eiccht  in  the 
Tiomin^  till  dark.     On  the  left  our  forces  drove  thp  enemy  from  the  field, 
the  first  day  and  the  enemy  drovff  us  en  the  right.     On  the  second  dayfOct 
I'th)   the  Rebels  made  a   dreadful   charge  on  the  left,  but  were  repulsed  with 
e^reat  slaughter.     In  about  one  and  a  half  hoir  after  the  first  charge  the 
combined  forces  of  the  enemy  made  a  second  charge  on  the  town  from  the  north 
vest.     Here  was  the  most  desperate  fighting  of  the  day.     Two  Brigades 
chareed  at   cnce  in  Colunn  bv  division  and  at  a  double  quick.     Two  «iege 
batteries  are  posted  on  the  W.H.  side  of  town  an^  pur  forces  were  drawn 
up  in  double  line  of  battle  c'onnectlnff  these  two  batteries  and  alsb  one 
line  of  battle  extended  some  wavs  on  the  out  sides  .of  the<)e  batteries     At 
first  the  Rebels  drove  our  forces  back  about  fift^  rods  and  got  pp$s^sj|ion 
of  both  our  batteries  and  about  half  the  town.     Bu^t  bur  troops  finally, 
rallied  and  such  a  seen  I  never  again  want  to  witness.     Eleven  of  oat 
Tlittallon  fell  dead  and  thirtv  nine  voundod.     The  contest  remained  undeclded- 
sometimes  leaning  towards  one  side  sorretiraes  the  other-     for  about  twenty 
minutes.     During  this  time  the  enemy  made  continuous  efforts  to  raise  or 
olant  their  flag  upon  our  forts,  but  no  oftener  was  the  attempt  made  than 
the  flag  and  flag  bearer**  fell  from  the  parapet  together.     Our  Battalion 
paid  its  espeaial  attention  to  the  upper  fort  or  the  R<»bels  in  and  about 
it,  and  at  that  very  place  the  enemy  began  first  to  give  way.     Ho  sooner 
was   it  known  along  our  lines  that  the  flebels  were  giving  away  on  our  Right 
than  our  v;hole  line  commenced  advancing  nnd  such  wild  shouts  as  were  heard 
along  our  lines  was  enough  to  frighten  oven  a  Rebel.     When  the  rebsls  saw 
that  our  m^n  were  going  to  give  them  a  hand  to  hand  f irrht  they  turned  and 
soiiq^ht  the  woods  like  frightened  sheep.     Our  men  were  Just  in  the  (ligh^  of 
their  .joy  wheii  lol     Two  new  Brigades  of  the  Rebels  were  rushing  at  double 
ouick  time  directly  towards  our  lines.     Though  Regiments  now  were,  all  mixed 
up,  or^er  prevailer?  alone  the  whole  line  the  moment  the  enemy  was  seen 
advancing  an "^  an  earnest  and  determined  look  at  once  took  tbo  place  of  the 
wild  confusion  of  Joy.     This  laist  charge  was  met  most  gallantly  by  th^  Union 
boys.     Not  a  foot  of  our  line  gave  way,  hut  everv  nan  stood  ur>  nobly  and 
increased  the  withering  volley  that  was  so  rapidly  thinning  the  solid  rank. 
of  th'*  foe.      The  enemy  pushed  on  whf»n  to  do  so  was  certain  death.      They 
v;ere  more  than  brave— oven   reckless.      Thr«»e  officers   •ulv^nce'^  the  last 
tine  m'^unted  but  not  one  mounted  officer  returned,     l^wo  of  t^e  horses  run 
vdl-^l'/  off  the  field  ard  the  thir^?  officer. an.-^  horse  fell   tornther.     '»7ieir 
Hoffiraental  officers  were  all  on  foot.     When  the  enemy  comnencediths  r'^treat 
it  was    'one  with  orr'er,  but  soon  it  became. a  ffoneral  stamp         and  it  v/as 
keot  uo  ^ill    far  bevord  tho  ranpre  of  our  siet'e  (runs.     '*^ow  the  fresh  battle 
field  ^vas  nwful   to  behold.     Manv  a  union  soldier  lav  dead  or  v/ounded,  but 
the  enemy  was  inpplaces  piled  up-  the  wounded  was  often  weisrhed  down  to  the 
rrround  and  thore  held  bv  the  lifeless  bodv  of  a  comrad.     The  fighting  was 
in  proarress  vesterday  ard  is  still  progressing  near  Cbawalla.     The  Reports 
say  that  our  troops  are  cut*  in^t  up  the  Secesh  dr^^adfully.     Our  Battalion 
did  not  ro  in  pursuit.     They  aro  too  badlv  cut  up  to  do  .^uch  for  awhile. 
Capt  Orover  iS  badly  wound  :^d  by  a  ball  i-asslng  through  the  center  of  his 
bodv.     CBTit  Stewert  of  our  Pat.   is  badlv  wound-d.     Lieut  Clark  killed. 

ieut  -onger  wounded.     Lieut  Thom.son  corananding  Co  "B*^  Lieut  Cameron 
com  »<?  ^o  ^k^  Lieut  Reynolds  comd'^  Co  '•f'»  and  Capt  'lOrrell  comd'j  the 

'attalion  c^me  thrru*?h  thn  action  unharmed  though  each  one  I  think  has 
•=?omethln^  particular  to  renember  the  dav  by.     For  in!?t.   a  soent  ball  bit 
2!il,-       *^  5"^  action  on  my  left  leg  and' brbuTht  me   iown  but  two  of  the 
boys  raised  meup  and  in  a  few  moments  the  numbnesr^  left  rav  leg'and  I  soon 

?SL^J  ini?^wEi£^°5t.''^^*}'^  '^"*?  ^^?  ?^  ^<^^  ahead  of  mv  company,      loco  aftsr 
this  a  ball   br;oke  the  ring  that  held  my  scabbard  to  the  belt  but  I  could 
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not  take  time  to  pick  it  up  but  in  the  end  I  p?ot  a  Seceah  scabbard  that 
my  ^worrl  just  fit  in.     I  am  pretty  lame  but  am  able  to  take  care  of  Company 
'♦F''^     1  will  be  all   riurht  in  a  dav  or  two.     Corp  Albert  Ashley  is  pretty 
badlv  wounded  but  not  dangerously.     Seven  privates    •/ere  wounded  in  my 
Company.     Ward  came  out  all  strait*     A  train  of  cars  came  in  today  from 
Columbus  k  brought  a  letter  from    you.     Not  much  danger  of  a  cake  spoiling 
coming  to  Corinth  by  Sxpress  nor  anything  el86  that  is  good  to  #at*     Tcru 
will  understand  this.     Adam's  Express  has  an  office  here.     Z  am'^oaewhat 
of  a  hurry  for  my  Talis e  or  hand  trunk  as  we  may  be  ordered  to  march  at 
any  moment  and  we  cannot  take  a  trunk*     2  have  sent  to  Charlie  for  a 
sword  etc.     The  one  I  now  have  is  a  poor  thing.     Write  often     1  cannot 
tell  you  a  tenth  part  of  the  news*     Send  this  to  Sarah     I  will  not  have 
time  to  write  her  soon* 


Your  Brother 


JSUeynolda 


•}<. 


Gorlnth  Oct  Xt^  /tZ         ^2- 


.   / 


I  will  wtite  a  line  tonight*     For  five  days  I  have  been  pretty  sick 
but  today  am  much  betterw     For  near  three  ilionthR  I  had  the  chronic  diarrhea 
and  it  stopped  all  at  once  en  me  and  I  thpui>!ht  I  was  all  ris^ht—  but  not 
onlta  so*     I  immediately  became  very  coetlve  which  threw  me  into  a  fever. 
wh«n  the  fever  was  broken  there  was  atronj?:  symptoms  of  information  on  the 
Bowels     The  nr»  says  my  head  is  worth  a  hundred  pr,  ek,  vet.     X  have  every 
possible  care  here,  t\n(^  you  ne<?d  have  no  fear  of  rov  welfare  for  X  will 
be  well  soon,     nothin^r  is  the  matte '^  of  me  now  but  weakness.     If  you  have 
not  sent  that  Box,  it  will  be  safe  now     send  '2  letter  a  :lay  or  two  before 
sending  it.     Also  one  snrae  day.     More  in  a  day  or  two. 


Truly  your  son 


J3Reynolds 


>'?-i^<i.^r 


■■.■•^^^:^i^ 


Camp  of  the  Yates  3  harps  hoofers 
Blendale  f^iss  April  15/63 


23 


Sister  Lottie, 

Last  evenin«^  I  xfrote  to  Abram  but  I'll  send  a  few  lines  to-ni^ht. 
jome  to  find  out  the  truth  our  fi^ht  yesterday  amounted  to  much  more 
than  we  expected  till  this  morning ♦     The  rebel  force  that  attacked  us 
was  somethins;  over  two  thousand  men  while  ours  did  not  exceed  two  hundred 
and  fifty*     Our  men  repulsed  them  so  easily  we  thought  they  were  not  more 
than  five  hundred*     We  killed  and  wounded  more  than  was  first  reported* 
It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  take  our  works  here*     they  hare  been  much 
improved  since  Abram  was  down*     Oen  Dodge  was  here  today  with  an  army  of 
about  twelve  thousand  men  and  eif^hteen  pieces  of  artillery*     He  eoaplimented 
our  Colonel  and  his  men  for  their  conduct  yesterday*     Gen  Dodge  and  his 
division  are  movinp,  on  south  east  and  you  will  hear  of  them  n,ext  at  or 
near  PlorenetAl*  where  Bragg's  lift  win^  rests 

We  are  anxious  to  hear  the  result  at  Charleston*     All  well  here* 
write  often* 


To^ar  'brother 

J3  Reynolds 


a^ 


Carop  of  the  Yates  S.S, 

Olendale  i4iss  May  24/63 


Sister  Lottie^ 

If  you  get  this  before  Sergt.  Sche<>l  starts  back  I  wish  you  would 
send  me  my  "Intellectual  Philosophy."     I  sent  home  by  hira  one  vol,   of 

Harper's  M»<Tazlnes,  \inbound,  "Paul's  Letters"  ind  "Moores  **'Orks^" 
The  latter  book  belonf^ed  to  Capt«  Cameron  who  was  killer?  in  t'ne  fight  at 
3ear  Croek,     You  will  se-^  a  good  rany  passaijes  which  hi  marked.   One  of  them 
he  as  id  would  applv  to  him  some  day  and  3ure  enoush  it  did  for  now  he  is 
de'^d  ^nr^  his  v^-word  ''les  beside  him.      I  want  to  <?et  that  book  bound  over 
ajrain  ^nd  keep  it« 

3er^t.#   3che-l  will  tell  von  all   the?  news,      I  tried  to  sjet  a  photo^^raph 

*  • 

to  send  Pa  and  i'^ia  by  3ergt.   'Scheel  but  it  was  so  warm  and  dusty  I  could 
aot  ret  a  /^cod  one  no  1  had  two  ambrotypes   taken..    One  v^as  tolerable  ^cod 
but   the  other  q:ood  for  nix       I  would  be  mipihty  well  pleased  to  see  3ergt 
sche«l   brino;  your  picture  and   ?a^3  and  Ma's  and  all  the  rest  that  I  have 

not  o-ot. 


Tour  Brother 


JosS.'^evnolds 


Camp  of  tho  Yatea  dharpvS hooters 

Glemlale  ;Us-,  June  20th/63         "^XS^ 

^ear  Brother  Isaac, 

Well  my  boy,  how  Is  it  that  I  do  not  hear  from  vou.     *^^«>n  I  received 
.our  excellent  letter  a  long  time  since,  I  thought  I  v/ould  get  one  of  the 
same  k'nd  at  least  every  week,  but  here  it  is  so  Ions;  a  time  and  I*ve  fi;ot 
none  vet*     I  rec'd  a  letter  from  Lottie  stating  that  Ser(!:t  Schael  was 
sick  anc^  I  have  hot  heard  from  home  or  from  SeheeX  since*     I  am  anxious 
to  know  how  he  is.     We  expect  a  fisjht  on  our  hands  here  every  day  and  he 
is  the  kind  of  a  man  we  viant*     Yesterday  |late  in  the  afternoon  Oen  lodge 
telecrraphed  to  our  Colonel  that  the  enemy  several  thousand  strong  were 
ndvancing  on  Glendale  with  five  pieces  of  artillery^     Ve  lay  on  our  arms 
all   niffht  anr^  at  day  break  this  morning  a  scout  Ing  partv  went  Qut  and 
captured  three  prisoners     The  enemy  is  close  on  every  side  of  us  and  not 
a  man  of  us  leaves  the  fort  unless  on  a  scout*     There  is  no  cavalry  here 
or  at  Corinth*     Ve  expect  it  back  soon  when  there  will  be  an  effort  made 
to  drive  the  enemy  back*     There  is  most  certainly  some  important  movement 
croinff  on  amonr;  the  Rebels  and  fneir  efforts  are  to  prevent  us  from  knowing 
it*     They  are  pretty  successful ,  too*     Not  a  scout  or  spv  of  ours  have 
trrived  from  nixie  for  some  time.     I  do  not  know  as  we  can  get  this  letter 
throue:h  to  Corinth*     The  rebs  arr  between  here  and  Corinth.     I  am  well,  and 
feolin*?  finely*     Our  oickets  have  be  n  fired  upon  several  times  lately, 
but  the  boys  do  not  show  the  least  fera  and  seem  anxious  to  meet  the 
enemy*     Tou  must  write  soon*     If  you  hear  of  a  fif?ht  near  here  tell  the 
folks  not  to  be  uneasy.     All  will  be  ri^Jiht 

Tour  Brother 


/.  ■ 


Joe 


aiendale,    'isi ,  Sept.   a/kth  1S63 


a-^ 


■ister  Hattle, 

Your  letter  h8<3   Just  be«?n  receivecl.      1  'ptas  mli^hty  glad  to  j^et  it.      It 
sepmn  a  month  sincr?   I  left   Chicago,  tbouf^h   it  was  onlv  ten  days.     The  boy 
killed  ivaa  not  in  my  Company  but  tr>  B«     Twcjbf  ny  boys  died  while  I  was 
absent— <^eo  W  t-ifilliaTns  of  Ills  and  Wai  k  Taylor  of  ilabama*     Wm  3ch««l  is 
very  low  and  can  hardly  fljet  well.     I  had  a  very  pleasant  trip  down  here 
and  arrived  on  time  a'    my  Reginent* 

I  have  been  fen  miles  south  of  here  since  my  return  with  sixty  men* 
^''e  were  after  pruerrilas  but  cowld  find  none.     The  country  is  overrun  with 
1-hpn,  but   thev  take  to  t^.p  swamps  whenever  any  force  of  our  men  approach. 

It  is  reported  here  tonif^ht  that  Oenl«   Rosecrans  is  defeated.     We 
do  not  believe  It.      It  may  be  so-  for  tho  enemy  is  o:atherin$^  all  his 
forces  in  front  of  Rosecrans.     I  should  think  Qen  Grant  would  send 
Re  enforcements  to  Oen  Rosecrans.     It  is  known  that  Oenl.  Johnson  has  i:one 
to  reenfoce  Bragg. 

iiatt  ie  you  must  f=::ive  me  a  full  account  of  your  trip  to  Cairo  k  co. 
I  will   read  it  with  nach  interest.     I  do  not  suo  ose  Birdie  will  go  with 
vou   on  account  of  her  school,      ihe  v^ould   enjoy  it  very  tnuch     It  would  be 
'Thod   Fcbooljnp*   ^or  hero 

I  am  In   excellf?nt  health. 


Tour  Brother 


JS  Reynold  8 


Camp  of  the  Yates  Sh'^rpsho'^ters 
aiend9le  Miss,  Oct  11th  1^63 


VI 


Sister  Lottie | 

I  have  Just  returned  from  a  tramp  throufich  the  campa  of  the  different 
Regiments  here«     The  15th  army  Corps  is  hare  and  p&rts  of  the  14 th  and  17th 
also.     0«n  Sherman  is  in  command  of  the  troops  moving  oast  to  Roseer^ns* 
ve  are  under  3en.  Hurlbutt  whoTls  reported  will  aoon  move  eastward 

Ify  house  is  finished  and  a  good  one|tdO|  it  is*     It  is  covex^id  with 
shingles  made  by  the  boys,  and  sided  up  with  nice  pine  boards  that  a  rebel 
kindly  madO|  and  left  for  us  when  he  went/south*     Hie  ho^ise  ia  divided 
into  two  rooms—  one  a  bed  and  dressing  rcdri,  the  other  an  offiee«     There 
is  a  rood  sissed  window  in  aaohi  besides  a  sky«-light  directly  cfver  iQr  Acisk* 
In  the  office  there  is  a  neat  little  fireplace  all  lined  with  she^t  iron* 
It  draw^  powerfully  and  aiy  nei^rd^/ould  be  in  danger  of  ^oing  up  th<^  ohlmnoy 
when  he  is  replenishing:  the  fuel  if  it  were  not  for  his  feet.     Tpiu  know 
ati  nesiroes  have  large  feet.     We  have  a  stove  for  our  b^d  room  which  we 
will  put  up  when  it  gets  cold  enough  for  a  stove. 

You  see  if  we  stay  here  I  am  all  rin:ht  for  the  winter     if  we  move 
someone  else  will  be  all  right  in  our  hoDse,  for  there  will  be  troops  here 
all  winter# 

Peter  Onder  of  Joliot  ^.nd  Andrew  Kagen  of  Locksport  were  captured 
four  miles  north  of  here  four  days  since  and  taken  to  Sulphur  Springs 
eighteen  miles  hence  and  shot,     they  both  were  Sharpshooters.     Sergt  Scheel 
has  been  sent  to  r4emphis»     He  is  better* 

I  send  you  today  three  pictures—  "Yards,  Lt.  Moore's  and  Charley 
Cogles.     Lt.  Moore  is  a  son  of  A.H.  Moore  whouse  to  be  President  of  the 
L.A.  anr<  St.  L.R.fl.     Charles  BeCasrle  is  a  federal  snv,  an'^  refugee  pilot. 
He  is  frora  northern  Alcibaroa  and  trc^vels  the  count^ry,   just  as  vou  see  him 
in  tbr^  picture,  in  his  hunting  rig. 

I  have  written  -^  sketch  of  his  life  for  Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated 


per  and 
I  am 


sent  one  of  his  pictures  to  be  coppied. 


well— am  ten 


pounds  heavier  now 
Write  often 


than  when  I  was  home. 


our  ;^r other 

J3 Reynolds 


'■^-^ 


Pulaski  Cuts  Co,   Tenn. 
Nov  16''  1^63 


-^f 


Brother  Charles 


We  have  be^n  now  three  or  four  /*av9   in  this   place.     V/e  had  a  pleasant 
trip  here  though  it  was  on  foot.     The  country  throua:h  which  we  passed  was 
Interesting  to  me       It  abounded  in  high  hills  and  deep  ravines.     The 
citizens  were  almost  all  secesh.     Some  had  fine  hews ea  and  plantations 
and  others  lived  in  old  log  houses.     Oen  Dodge  has  a  splendid  army       It 
would  march  from  morning  till  night  as  regular  ind  orderly  as  though  it 
was  morning  on  the  drill  ground.     Our  Battalion  is  Oenl     Dii^e's  Hd  Qrs. 
aiow.     This  makes  it  easy  for  ua.     We  have  to  put  on  a  good  deal  of  style 
and  keop  everjrthin^r  in  order,  but  our  dutv  is  light.     The  General  told  me 
the  other  day  that  he  ^vas  the  engineer  who  first  surveyed  the  rout  for  the 
Ills  Cent  Jl.^.     This  is  a  very  pretty  town  quite  as  larg  as  Joliet  as  to     ' 
houses.     The  {nhabitants  are  strong  secesh.     This,  Giles  Co.   is  the 
strone-est  secesh  hole  in  the  state.       At  the  last  election  for  Oo^.   It 
/oted   fifteen  for  the  union  candidate.     The  voiinc  ladies   can  hardly  hold 
themselves.     They  hate  the  blue  coats  worse  tban  poison.     I  told  some  of 
them  that  thev  would  soon  eet  as  tane  as  kittens.     They  thou^rht  not.  so 
lone:  as  the.  Yankees  were  about.      I  was  to  church  twice  last  Sunddy  at  the 
methodist  church     The  minister  is  secesh.     It  was  very  hard  work  for  him 
to  T^reach  but  he  blundered  through  it.     He  said  not  a  word  about  the 
Government,  no-  soldier.     It  sounded  like  old  tlmea  to  hear  the  Church 
bells   ring.     There  are  three  larg  Churches  in  toim.     I  have  not  heard  from 
Chicago  since  we  left  Qlendale. 

I  hope  to  hear  sooa. 


Your  brother 


JvSRe-/nolds 


Pul?5'=5irl   T^nn     ^'ov  20th  1^63 


2-f 


Dear  Broth<?r,, 

I  Hont  hpar  -lirv  thint?  fron  vou ,   but  I  supDose  :'0'i  i?re  about   to  ba 
married  and  vour  time  Is  all   occupied  in  crettins:  ready,     Ha^  is   the  Curly 
Heaaed  eiirl ,  Billy,     I  want  to  icnow  alX  about,  her.     Hare  you  and  Pa  bought 
a  mate  for  ray  youij.^  horse  yet?     I  hope  you  will  get  one  Just  like  him.     If 
you  vrould  set  ne  several  youne:  horses  I  wajld  Ikke  it.     I  my  v/ant  one  to 
rldp  30T'?e  day.     v^on  n?u-t  wri^.e  me  how  ray  horse  s:et«  along,  how  all  fathers. 
stock  is  doin^,  and     11  about  the  farm.     The > iris  write  the  news  of  the 
neiP:hborhood  but  say  nothinqr  about  the  farm.     They  leave  that  for  you  to 
do  and  now  you  imst  do  it.      I  ga -  a  nf\n  huner  tVe  other  d,'iy.      He  ^'as  a 
rebel  3T3v  and  v-as  hunrr  by  our  nfm  within  tV70  days  after  he  was  cauflrht. 
The  fallow-  -^s  put   on  a  hill   so  th;=»t  the  -hole  town  could   se  hin  strung 
UP.     1-.  made  tbe  )?^bs  look  cross   enonph  bur   thev  dare  not  open  their 
Mouths.     I  was  close  by  when  he  vras  hunpj  and  he  showed  not  the  least  sijirn 
:>f  fear  or  «rnotlon.     Ho  -,aid  he  knew  his  fate  if  he    -as  cau^ht^  and  died 
doing  his  duty.     \^9.  -v^.s  «   true  soldier   ,  +^>ou^h  awfully  inisled.      The 
j^allovfs   is  left  standing  as  a  warninz  to  all  rebels. 

I  >ves  to  church  to  dav  and  heard  a   o;ood  aermon  preached  by  a  chapl,-in; 
Kp  c^ave  tho  robel  clt-izens  fits,  and   thev  had   to  a:rin  and  hear  it  thou.'rh 
it  '/as  in  their  own  house.     It  is  a  fine  church  such  as  they  hB^^^.  in 
ChicajTo—       I  3ee  Charles  has  had  a  present— whnt  kind  of  a  thin;^  is  it? 
Have  Master  Numa  write  and  let  me  know  how  Pa  and  fifet  ar    and  all  the  folks 
ar'^   Charlpv  esneciallv. 

vo-ir  Brothf?r 

J3Re'rnolds 


3o 


Pulaski  Tennessee 

Oeciimber  5th  1??63 


Sister  Lottie, 

I  have  just  rec'd  a  letter  of  vours  dated  November  15th     I  wish 
you  wcild  send  me  the  Tribune  that  had  a  notice  of  mv  proraotion.     ^  have 
not  seen  it.     I  also  fi:ot  a  letter  from  Miss,  Jennie  and  her  picture*     It 
is  a  ffood  one.     I  have  not  received  Mias  Lydia  "^nd  Miss  Jane's  pictures 
yet  nor  Cousin  Louise's,     Why  did  not  Isaac  send  me  one  of  his?     I  v»rote 
home     a  day  or  two  since  and  have  no  news  now  to  write.     I  am  in  health 
stood,  better  best.     Am  twenty  pounds  heavier  nov;  than   I  was  when  at  hone* 
rite  often 

» 

Your  Brother 

JSRevnolds 


')ec ember  2k  1^63 


3/ 


? is tor  Lottie, 

I  will  send  this  by    Jobert  iluanoll  to  sons   r'.O,   in   Illinoia. 
^issell  is  mv  bui^rler  and  a  first  ratfi  boy,-  a  Virflcinlan  and  withall 
as  smart  as  you  find  them  of  his  aits,     I  send  him  up  to  recruit  for  ray 
comoany.     He  is  p^oin^  to  Lincoln,   Ills  first  and  rraybe  up  to  father's 
and  to  nhlca??o.     I  ^av<?  him  a  letter  to  Pa  and  one  to  Charles  so  that 
vou  will  Vnow  hlm#     My  boys  are  all   anxlonis  to  reenllst  an^i  will  as 
soon  «3  we  can  p^et  the  prooer  blanks,     '''hat  do  Vou  thinV  of  n^'  enlist Ine: 
for  thrf>e  vcars  more.     I  am  golnp  c«»rtain  If  f^e  "v'ar  lasts  ♦•hat  lon?r 
I  w.^nt,  '3n  hundr^^d  men  bv  next  march.      I  nra  olenard  to  h^ar  •  hat  :>hell   is 
p'ett.inp'  alonp;  :30  'vnll .      If  our*  .amv  Is    cell  filled  uo  thi-:  winner  the  ^ebs 
will  show  the  v^hlte  feather  before  next  fall  and  we  all  will  ce  home  by 

*  .  ■ 

neKt  New  V(>?^r3. ,  a  year,     I  cannot  write  mAch  tonight.     Tomorrow  is 
':hrist!na3  ;^n-i  1  will    b^  on  duty  as   Officer  of  the  Day,  but  you  need  not. 
think    rci  -?re  not  =^oin^  to  have  Chriw^tmas   dinner — Turkey  an  i  Oysters    :nd 
'^11  ^^^^  n  ce  ^hinp:s  we  ar<=>  aoin*?:  to  have. 

I  -im  veil  ond   feellnfr  bully 

-"our  RrotheT* 

JiiRevnolds 


^a 


Decatur  Alabama 
Wch  24/64 


jister  Lottie  I 

I    :roze  Oharl-^s   ys^t^rc'av  in:'  'ill   you  today,      Tou  s^iO  we  hSi'^c  .'ict 
pretty  upM  dcvn  in  Dixie  so  soon.     The  '♦Hebs"  are  close  about  but  they 
will  not  disturb  ue  >   J.  ^uess.     The  first  nieht  we  slept  in  Alabanw  we  were 
encwp  '  under  a  foot,     fou  shoulri  hav*  seen  ufl  the  next  Tuominfiji crawling 
out  of  thfi  snow.     The  recruits  had  awful  lona  faces  then  but  said  never 
a  word,     Tt  is     arm  »?,«;  sprin/?  here  now  and  the  p;round  is  fast  drying  off. 
This   is  a  v^rv  rico  town   on  t.ho  so^th  ^ide  of  th ^  Trjnness^e  ^.ivere»     Oon 
Stephenson   is   In   connand  and  ve  are  his  Head  Ou^rter  Guard,      Oont  you  see 
hov7  luckv  ifo  ?.re  attain.     Our  men  havi*  all  rot  tH«^ir  ?rms  and  my  two  Lieuts 
ar2    irin. lr>  thp  C^o,  now,      I  ?m  ^rritin?^  this   or  ^H^^  Ballows   desk  in  a 
■rel]    furnished   room,      I  have  a  ^ood  bed  to  slor>'^  in  anH  about  an  hundred 
volumes  of  'rood  bocks   in  the  3ook  Case.     Th<?  family  has  a  son  prisoner  in 
Rock  island,  and  ens  here  at  horae   vith  one  arm  shot  off.     He  was  with  Bra^isr 
in   T'^nr.'^ssee  and  Ky  and  withall   is   a  ripjht  clever  fellow  now  that  he  has 
lost  an  anc       fou  must  ^end  ne  your  picture  that  I  for^tot.      I  had  a  hard 
cnld    "   dov  or  t^'O  bnt   It   is  about  trone  now, 

r^ll  all   tac  folks   to  write 

■^oi;r  Pr other 


»TS  Re 'molds 


Diract 


'')eG''itur,  Ala'^ama 
Vi'^  K'asivillQ 


fi9B.t\\r  Ala. 

april  -^th  1^64 

I  havr^  lijst  rec'.')  vour  letter  of  'tarch  3lRt.     It  -mfi    Inst  a  T^re  k  comin;?. 
e  h.ivf^  ?o".  a  lonn:    -."i^r  Sv^uth.  but  yon  will  hoar  of  us  bolnff  still  farther 
clov/n  Gre  long  I  think.     I  a.i:  p;lad  to  hear  that  Abram  h  s  ?ot  a  place  en 
the  R.'U     'ir\d  thit  out  of  Ghica/a^o,     I  wrote  Sarah  last  ni/^ht.     A  letter 
froT?  S.rah  last  ni^^ht  md  your?  to  ni;;ht  is   all  the  letters  I  have  received 
fron  t-o  ncrth  "hlch  '-^(^ra  writt-^n  sine??  I  left. 

Ther-  h^.s  bacn  a  fci.T  scars  herr  r.lH  dny  A  lara;©  force  of  the  enemy 
13  e-ortrd  i.v'elve  milpg  out.  There  Is  a  force  o^jt  ther?*  for  the  ninth 
Ills.  vMc.  rr;piil3cd,  but  I  havf?  no  iiea  th.st  thev  ..'in  .it^-nck  this  rjlace. 
Evervthinr  Is  ir  re^^lnes3  for  th^  enemy  If  they  .-houlr^  come.  ^<y.i  sav 
Fl^f^r  ..as  at  Pa»s  ?T^c*  he  f^roke  of  his  son  in  our  ^'^friment.  I  -^on't  know 
,^'ho  vnn  near  unless  ETnrr  £r£w*.  His  son  U  2nH  Lt  In  Cvrpt  loe-an's  Co., 
and  is  a  pood  officer. 

X  r.rr.  rird  ycu  3ent  me  Isaac's  picture,  it  is  a  ,<?cod  one.  inliy  dent 
Lottie  ?enr  re  hers  thnt  I  left  there.  I  am  entirf)ly  well  asain.  I  was 
pretty  .sick  Tor  a  ^e'.^M  or  noro. 

VMtc  often 

Your  brother 
J3Reynolris 


Decatur  Ala 
April  19th  1^64 


<3^ 


lear  Sister 

I  rec'd  your  letter  several  days  since  but  everything  has  been  ib 

^uch  an  uproar  here  that  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  answer  it  till  now. 
The  enemv  is  all  around  us  and  every  approach  to^town  is  strongly 
picketed  bv  them.     Our  pickets  have  been  skermishing  with  the  enemy  cavalry 
for  several  days.     This  morning  some  of  the  new  recruits  in  my  company 
were  on  the  Moulton  road  in  the  advance  and  the  rebel  Cavalry  run  on  thfem. 
They  stood  their  ground  and  sent  Mr  Reb's  howling  back.     I  have  no  idea 
they  intend  to  attack  this  place,  else  they  would  have  done  so  before  this. 
The  enemy  certainly  is  in  large  force  and  are  here  for  no  good.     Every 
Regiment  in  town  was  up  and  in  line  at  three  in  the  morning  for  several 
mornings.     It  is  soldiering  we  are  doing  now  what  is  soldiering  and  I 
enjoy  it,  too.     It  is  pretty  dull  when  nothing  is  going  on  and  the  enemy 
miles  away.     Yesterday  one  brigade  was  out  deilling  and  the  Reb»s  were  on 
a  hill  south  of  here  lobking  at  them.     It  was  cool,  dont  you  think. 

When  we  find  out  the  force  anfl  the  position  of  the  enemy  General  Veatch 
may  move  out  some  fine  morning  and  try  their  fighting  qualities.     He  dare 
not  do  it  now  for  fear  they  might  come  in  his  rear  and  cut  him  off  from 
the  river. 

I  am  well  again  and  in  the  best  of  spirits.     I  hear  from  home  or 
Chicago  very  seldom. 

I  will  write  again  soon       Please  run  this  to  Pa»s  as  I  have  ncitime 
to  write  more  now 


Your  Bro. 


JS Reynolds 


llec'-'tur  Ma 
April   20/6ii. 


35- 


i  r^c'^^  vour  letter  lafjt  nieht  wh51o  I  -rao  writinc  one  •■o  .>arph.      It 
lo^ks  as  viarliko  as  ever  this  mominic.     Abou*  fiftv  rebel  cr;viilry  road  up 
to  our  Pickets  this  momliiP:,  early.  a?;d  called  out  thnt  th^^'  vrere  union 
soldiers.     ':'hev  were  dreasGd  lilce  our  men  but  the  pickets  Vrew  that  rone, 
o'f   nt.'^  m<^n  \fc>rc  out  nnr*  they  firod  at  th?:     eb.-?  and  'Irove  thf-rn  »^ack.      I 
never  sa'.«?  men  act  as  tho  enemy  does  Here  now       '"h^^y  do  not  attack  us  in  ' 
force  but  will   f^i^ht  our  rier;  like  tigers  whenrver  they  ro  out  side  of  our 
lines.      I*    is   ropcrtcc?  this  momino:  that  Gen'l   Pillow  is   In  conirjand  of  the 
rebel    for'ce  ."'u':^!   out  side  of  tovm.      I  ilor;!:   kncv;  bow  that   is  but  he  is   some 
bold   rello*:.     Hen'l   ''erjtch  has  not  force  enough  here  to  rlsV-  a  bnttle  by 
marchin     out  to  -leet  them,     '^onl   ;)od«e  will  be  h^re  soo  v/ith  ^  large  force 
ard  thon  the  :\ebs   lUst  fiG;ht  or  run. 

X  wa3  rrot   in  fhh  hospital  at  alX  bu^  had   tho  hwst  kind  o^  car*?  In 
a   Pfiv-^le  house  all    r,ha  ti-ne   I  wk5  sic-c,      T   %in  viall   'irir.'tout  as  before 
T   A'ent  north.     ^:rit e  ho\*  Charlav  is  oftf^n. 

^'0;ir  "^rot'i^r 

Jo  x-^svnclis 


;jirpct-vi:i  Tia'^hville  Tfinn 


^k 


Oecatur  41a # 
April  29th  l^bU 


3istQr  Lottie,  i       . 

I'vr?  .iust  rpc'd  your  letter  and  am  very  ^lad  to  hear  the  boyv3  are 
better.      I  >T2ve  \>rrlttlnfr  -^ll  day  on   pav  rolls  and  Reports     3undav 
morning;  at  dav  ^reak  we  start  out*     A  large  force  is  (^oina:  and  carry 
nothine  but  one  change  of  under  clothes*     We  expect  to  be  on  the     road 
about  thirty  days,     I  am  In  tip  top  condition  for  marchin/?.     I  Have  not 
a  sinrrle  sick  man  in  my  companjr.     There  Is  some  sickness  in  the  new 
comoanies  but  not  rauch.     I  have  oackeri  a  box  to  ?>end  to  Joliet  bv   Express 
directf?'    to  I  ]_  Renolds       \'rite  laG  often.     I'll  /?;et  the  letters.      I  '^/ill 
not  have  time  tc  write  Sarah  before  we  start. 

^' our  Broth 

JSRevnolda 


Van  v.'lrt  Ga 
May  25/6/f 


37 


A  portion  of  our  array  is  aiiking  another  flank  move.     We  marched 
nic'ht  before  last  till  afte.^  midnight,  rested  /v  hours  then  made  a  march 
of  21  miles  to  this  town*     We  move  again  this  morning  and  will  reach 
Dallas  tonificht.     Maryetta  will  be  our  next  point  but  it  cannot  be        - 
r^ained  i#lthout  hard  fis:hting«     We  are  now  thirty  miles  almost  due  south 
of  Gen  Joe  JohnsoAs  main  force  which  is  at  Altoona.     He  i^ill  have  to 
retreat  in  haste  else  Tiit^ht  our  army  from  both  north  and  south.     This 
expedition  is   without  any  communication  with  any  other  part  of  our  army 
on  the  north  and^.^ill  be  for  some  time,     iVe  have  pi  en  tv  of  ammunition 
and  twenty  davs  rations  md  forty  thousand  fishtin*?  reen.      This   is  a  splendid 
countrv,   iboundinr:  >'ith  irsmense  fieldsof  sirowing  com  and  wh&at,  but  no 
cotton,     Kot  an  able  bodied  v;hite  or  black  roan  is  to  be  seon.     The  thousands 
who  worked  th«»  fif»lds  are  fleeinir  before  .thfl  union  army.     We  hear  not  a 
A'ord  frcn  Or.n  Gr«nt       Last  nir^ht  1  saw  Jno  H  Miller  of  t^e  Chi  Tribune 
Rust  "^o  «V9  •  locnl   Hir'itor  of  t'le  Tines    •rhll»3  i  'vas  north  \^    -Ith  us     He 
writes  for  Cincinatti  papers,      'v  health  is   excellent. 

^'our  Iroth 

J,  '.     •   ^9 


CaT)t  J,.i.    iovnold 


scrawl eH   on  the  nack  in  different  handwritine; 


:^rm^^'^: 


9^^--\ 


Near  'Jallaa  Ga    :ay  31  1864. 


32^ 


tear  3istor  Lottie, 

T  hr.v-i     rif^en  to  Charles  -^very  oooortiini*;y  because  letters  dirsctod 
to  the  Lan(^  Office  will  not  be  so  likely  to  be  thrown  aside,     I  stand  it 
first  rate  but  my  men  are  giving  out  fast  under  the  hardships,     Denny  wes 
taken  vpry  sick  this  afternoon.     Dalton  and  Parro"«f8  of  1I«JX  sent  to  the 
rear  today  sick,     "i\'e  are  ut)  so  rnuch  ni/?:hts  and  t^e  days  are  so  hot  that 
:e  cannot  2- et  rsst. 

* 

La:;t  ni2;ht  after  dark  our  KeR.  wis.rolleved  from  the  front  line  and 
ive  ars  now  in  the  second  line  about  a  thousand  yards  from  t'ne  enemr's 
works.     The  enemy  has  usar:  yeir/  littls  artillery  ^ntil  this  af*;3moan  and 
now  thev  hf3V\**  some  heaw  sruno  at  '.fork 

"on  hav^  heard  of  Abrara   v'agners   death  I  suppose  before  this.      "A" 
and  '^,*'^  were  ariving  the  en  amy  up  a  steop  hill  and  **?**  had  almost  gainod 
the  cop  of   Gie  hill  in  its  front  untier  a  heavy  fire  'rt\<m  he  ./as  «hot  through 
,he  hoari  An.;  instantlv  killod       i;e  foil   close  bsside   -.   d-sad  Ueb'il,      ^s  v/as 
aronpT  the    "oremost    ,  loadin;?  and  firlnj^  v?ith  al?.  his  Qner^y,      '^ia  wj5«  on 
the  27th  inst    md  that  day  "F"  had  L  killod  and  3  wounded  and    ''V»  3  killed 
an 'I  3  v;ound*^d,     Hoth  Cos  were  under  mv  cot?L'!:and  a'te^  G*iOt  Cone^r  was  wounded, 
CrjDt  Lcin  iz,  vounoed  -inr  ^cnn  back  tc  Kinp:stcn       Cmv  ^-'.eor  h-^s  lost  in  killed 
and  \AiO\;nded  about  flftv  men  since  we  left  Chattanooga.     It  v/as  expected 
that  our  rr.en  v;oulJ  charrr^  the  «?nenjy»s  works  this  aftemoor.     The  men  keep 
their  cartri-'ee  boxes   en  and  their  ^uns  stacked   in  line  all  the  time.      I 
think  we  vdll  move  into  the  front  line  again  tonight.     ^ar6  and  Scheel  keep 
v;ell .     Plfti^.se  send  me  the   Toliet  Republican     'vhen  convenient,     A'e  get  mail 
now  seldom  but  it  will  be  so  that  it  will  come  more  regular  soon. 

"I 

lOMv  Brother 

I.Slit':"'mcl'^c 


Marietta  Oa. 

Julv  I'i'th  V^6k 


3? 


''^^^'rhavrhad  to  rivo  up  a^  last.  Slxtv-aix  rtavs  of  n^rchlr-  anr^  flfhttop? 
I  stood  but  the  sixty  seventh  ^ms  one  too  many  for  we.  1  left  ^^^^J^f^ijjn^^ 
on  the  fifth  v/hfn  It   '«a  fcurto^.  nilos  hmth  e-^at  of  h#srft.     r»«n  Dofl^o  since 


has 
•fest 


^e  n   or^^cirer!  tc  thf 


"»eft  'ir>^  hc>  "'arch*":*  to  t^^**  riv^r  flft«*'n  ""iTea  north 
of  here  and  crosaei.     l«hon  I  left  It  yms  the  impre^sim  that  the 
fifrht'^n?  '^^^   '»ono  for  tY«3Ui«in«r  for  It  was  b«liev#d  ^Tohnson  \ms  falling 
back  past  Atlanta  tov;ard  »icon.     If  h«  does  strp  this  sid«  of  Atlanta  It. 
wil''   b^  a  short  Job  ^  c  flank  him  out  of  It.     1  have  now  th*»  intermltsnt 
fev«r       -f  isomlnc:?3  I  f««l  pretty  well   but  afternoons  and  f^i^^^ajiayj    . 
fever*     •^he  dy3ont<?rv  i^  not  entirely  cured  on  na.     Tha  Dr  3ays  he  will 
have  th?  fever  broken  in  a  day  or  t'.^o  ?»nd  then  X  '"111  fotO   much  hatter. 
We  havo  a  vf^ry  pleasant  place  bore.     There  J^ra  elKhtean  officers  Ixerenojf 
and  tVa  house  1^^  lan?e  ^nd  cool.     Albert  Ashlv  Is  with  me.     Tell  the^folles 
^ot  to  be  the  least  ml<?bt  ttn^wisy  abctit  ne  for  i  will, soon  he  all  riicnt  ^^i 
%ffaln  and  with  the  regiment.     1  wrote  Sarah  1  bellave    about  the  flfht  ^., 
•^h'^  r>9rb       ^r\  *»^*  ri-^bt   of  t^e  ^n-^  tbe  old  flr.^it   *^lvlslon  wa?  called  on 
to  •'o  out  ard  cover  the  wlthdra  al  of  tb«  l6th  ^.C.     which  wotO.  i  move  off 
to  thp  rlfrht   juJ5t  beforo  day  ll^^h^  the  next  womlnp  and  evacuate  the 
position  in  front  of  Fenesaw  Mt.     Oiir  division  went  cut  and  Just  about 
the  tine  thev  expected  to  receive  notlc**  tofall  back  we  heari  thf  reba 
"lokin*^'  thoir  v;av  oiit  of  their  work*?,     we  knei<  then  that  th(>v  were  evacuating; 
anH  sent   word  to  HenM   ^Mller.     Me  sent  word  back  for  us  to  !nove  to  the 
top  of  the  rrotintaln.     "^'hen  the  order  was  flven  ^o  forward  there. was  lorae 
tall   cllmblre  betwe  n  %  and  F  to  see  which  would  be  ^Irat  on  the  jop*  3ii^,ji,. 
"lo  ''F^  c^r.e  O't  r'^hea^^  an'^   It  'was   lust   riAv  break  when  ve  r  ^rbe^  the  t<^p 
and  in  a  few  raomerts  0!ir  r  orimental  flflflr  in  the  hands  of  Lt  ^ard  ftoickerbocker 
'/vas  n  o?.  in?"  ^rrm  t/ne  top  of  Keresaw  fountain.     The  2oth  11  Ir?  '•'lar  wias  un 
about  ten  mlnul^es  after  oijrs.     On  the  third  we  inarched  tv/elve  miles  to  the 
ri'^'ht  ^^tA  on  thefm^rth  we  came  uu  wit*^  the  eneny  where  the  2nd   rdvision 
16th  A.r*  bar:  been  stopped  for  a  day  and  a  half.     Cur  rep;  was  deployed 
3s  skermishers  and  the  r.at  of  the  Prii^ade  fonsed  in  line  oi  battle.     At 
the  word  forv^ar'^  our  reciment  started  and  soon  had  the  rrihs  en  the  retreat 
nnd  ^o  kent  them  ^o  until  thevwere  '«rivcsn  into  their  main  works.     Our 
work  wns  thon  done  and  the  line  of  battle  which  ban  be m  fon.owin?  U3 
c-ne  up,  nas   e'l  our  line  'xn^,  charje^ed  and  captured  the  v^orics.     our  men 
'ell   fas^     'or  ^  moment  then  it  was  hand  to  h;nd  vork  for  an  instant  sji-' 
then  all  v^as  over.     Our  liesr,  is  but  u  nanvi  full  to  whi^t  itwas  when  we^ 
started.     T'vicG  in  one  week  we  received  the  special  co::miendation  of  Genl 
Dodge. 

"oiir  Brother  • 

.     J3^e7nolda  :..  '"   • 


Near  Galesvillfi  <;a   Oct  2kf6K       A/q 


ear  Mister 

i   have   -^ust  written  to  Charles.      J  am  in  tip  top  he-tilth,        e  have 
nlen*:    out   o'  r>r.ov'^   '?vory  i- if»ht  rir.cs  th     12th.        e  havf?  not  ?   sien   cf 
tent      "th   ^G  -i^vf  sle'^p  with  iny  feet  tf^  the  fire  and  sle^p  roc^   tro.      Of 
a  nifThr  t.he  coon  and  if  ox  run  around     ur  fire  as  t^ou^h  thf»y  viere  at  home, 
^ard  and   i  havf^  our  nest  in  the  '^rcods  on  a  side  hill  anc^  th:,    ieg  is 
about  twenty  rods  off •     Last  nisht  a  ccon   or   ^ild  cat  jumped   oi'f  &  tree 
about  H  TOs^  from  owr  heads  and  trailed  arotmd  ua.     We  both  j?:ct  up  and 
lookG'^  af tor  the  Gentleman  but  be  k-oot  out  of  owr  v/ay.     V^e  dare  not  shoot 
our  r'?volvers  for  it  wculi  alarm  the  camp.     Ward  said  dnnn  the  tiinars 
why  cant  they  let  us  sleap*     'v^e  sat. up  in  bed  awhile  with  somo  rocks 
in   0!jr  hands  but  h9  ^^^ould  hot  come  n'?ar  enough  while  we  wer^  r^wake*     'fe 
will  rest  h^.r^t  a  day  or  two  vet.     I  have  made  most  all  mv  accounts  out« 
Ward  and  Billy  and  all  th*^  bova  s^r<i  well.     I  sxpect  I  ^'ill  see  °ark 
comorrov; 

'■'rito  often       we  havn  not  had  piail  but  once  vet 


Tour  brother 


J.- Reynold  3 


V 


V-  ^ ..- 


Oct  31  1^^6A. 


¥/ 


">ear  Sister. 

1  11  havR  time  tc  write  a  few  weeds  tonight.     We  reached  this  place 
last  nisfht  ard  liav^  been  restln-'  toilny.      Tomorrow  we  <=?tart  on    •   lonf» 
"ai'J,  so  sav:   our  Prifrade  conimandt^r,     ''e  a^e  now  16  miles  from  ^ome  Oa« 
Col  i^rcrrell  arrived  here  today.     His  arm  is  dead.     He  has  no  use  p£/t« 
He  is   ornerPG  to  report  to  Maj.  G«»nl.   nod^e       will  be  his  Chief  of  Staff, 
I  h-vf;  bem  p:r'!ttin<^  fat  ev^ry  d.27  »*jince   I  Joined     ^.he  Re/? inert.     Capt 
Con3:er  ifj  derd.      He   is   the  one  t hot  s tan  Is  beside  me  in  that  ^roup 
ficture*      He  "^  Ived  tv/o  days  aftar  he  vras   shot, 

Ycwr  Brother 
JSHevnolds 


Near  Marietta     Qa 
Nov  10/64 


/a 


brother  Charles 

I  hfxv^  time  bnt  for  =  word,     ^''e  havs  lust  irot  the  Hecr  CIoth«»r  all 
paic'.  pnd  we  ot^rt  a^aln  to^iorrow  for  a  lonfr  ajarch.     '^en  Sher^-^n  aays ; 
it  rill   be  the  .grandest  move  of  t^e  war.     I  have  command     of  the  old 
6/tth   113  s  and  will   durin«r  the  trip,     I  am  well  and  feel  tit)  top  at  the 
hoad  of  5^0  noblp  a   T?02:iment,     Ccl  Mannin*  i»oes  north  tod.av. 

Tour  Brother 

JSneimolds 


^ 


savannah  Oa.    ^ec.   2<^th  1*^6/1. 


92 


De-^iT  Sister 

It  is  about  tine  I  'vas  'sritinff  to  you.     'Ve  have  been  ■'n  this   camp 
our  davs  but  every  moment  was  taken  up  with  work  that  could  not  be  post* 
ooncd,      "e  have  raove.i   once  since  1  '.irrote  Charles  and  are  now  camped  one 
Hr5lf  rile   rro'Ti  tho   celebrated  ^oncvrntura  ,    /hich  afford?  th=;  rr,03t  beautiful 
scenery  in  America  an»l  some  travelers  c>&y  in  the  world.     It  is  truly  mag-    . 
n if i cent.     Such  enormous  trcftS'-liv?  oaks-  rnd  cvory  one  '!r^'>:^-'    -dth 
tillandsia.     Mr  Kackay  the  iSnglish  Poet  in  his  ^Life  and  Liberty  in 
America**  describes  it  k*>11.     Yesterday  I  wns  down  to  ->1aj  Cenl  ^lower's  . 
Hn.   Cjrs.  ^'hich  nre  at  Thunderbolt  on  Warsaw  Soimd,  *^Tid  several  of  our 
:  onitors  wfare  there.     Today  the  17th  AC  was  paraded  in  the  8tre(>t«   Qf 
Savannah  for  H^view  by  Qenl  Sherrtan  but  we  had  harr^ly  ?^ot  our  places  alorg 
the  liTi9  when  it  connenced  raining  -^^t-t  hard  and  ^'e  were  orcered  baqlc 
no  camp.     The  64th  111  never  looked  Tietter  or  narcJiad  betr<^r  than  they 
r*id  tocjay  thouach  we  have  not  rfrawn   cnrs  slni^la  article  of  clo*:hlna;  for  the 
men  since  ;;e  left  Atlrinba  and  bavs  drawn    :nly  t^fo  davs  rationnr  of  H^ird 
Vi:*^it\   or  flour  sLnc*?  ^'e  rf^achC'   ^'^is  t>lacf;.     Thr»  3hl03   ar*  vorv  r^low  and 
If  we  fieoendec   on   the  Maw  to  eno  this    /ar  it  woul-*  never  be  '-'one. 
J^vanrah  is   -11   r.'ia-.   the  Tourirt.^.  havf»  nictured   It   ir  booVs,      Tt  ihowes 
its  rcfe  ^nH  one  would  think  it  even  older  than  the  days   of  r-«?nl  Oiylethoroe. 
The  Ticnvment    of  Court   Pulaski   Is   one  of  its  attractions   in^  you  cannot  «:o 
on  prv  stT-eet  but  what  you  will  cee  parks.      One   of  th**  chi-^f  attractions 
ncv  i3  tho   f*crtlf icitions   of  t'  ?  ro'.*m  anr^   river.     H^nv   oiec??   of  artillery 
both   lifr!"t  an':  he?ivv-  stanc   ir;   c'very  ".'Ork   oT  riofense  arourd  t/ie.  city  Just 
as  th«5Y  were  in  use  bv  the   enemv       ^'ronj  thlrt  to  fort"^  thousand  bales  of 
cotton  v/orp  left  in  thi  city   'cxi^  my  ::raount   of   tobacco  ?,nd   -^un  it  Ions   of  war. 

The  citizens  sav  their  soldiers  did  not  f era   the  Gun  Boats  or  Gene 
''osrter  but  t-.h^^y  v^anterl  to  be  off  vrhcn   they  hosir'*  Or;n  ;-^henr:^n  was  ccnin*; 
.^illi.iTi  :ilchefl  left  for  heme  several  days  fi*i?c     you  will  probably  see  him 
beforf*  vcu  =:ot  this.       "£rd   is  r^olno;  home  soon.      We  have  irot  but  One  msil 
since  ve  arrive'-  hero. 

t  have  not   be^n  sick  a   omr  oincs  I  .joined  the   Koi^iment  this  last 
tl?r*€;.      f-vrry  one  is  hsslthv  ''ovn  here  now.      I  expect  to  set  ^   bushel 
of  letters  next  'si^il. 


h-  t 


ry.  rone    'dth  ms'  horse?      I  have   tv;o  v^ry  rcc^  hcr.?es  here. 


Col     'snrin^  orotrii5?ed   -Tie  his   horse   ii'  h€»  left   "he  service  ^hl.'?  winter.      f{e 
hqs   net  vPt  r??tumed.      Mia  horj^e  Is   a   perffrt   r^r«ccck  p.t<^   \  ri'^e  hl'n  rn 
extra   occaj?iOTi3  since  I  hav='  corjuanderi   th-^  iHesrlment. 


our  brother 


J'j^^evnclrjs 


I  wrct*?  this   ir. 


jrre'it  hurry 


■:^k*i. 


PocotatiPTO  3.C. 
J  n'v  20th  1«65 


9f 


Hster  Lottie, 

Mo  letters  vet  from  home.      I  have  r«c'd  only  one  letter  from  any  of 
Tiv  folks   ninco  f»ovember  15th  lf^64  ^nd  that  was  frora  Churles.     Testerday 
I  rpc'-i  a  letter  from  Capt  Pomeroy  of  Chicago     ated  Jany  4th/6'>  so  you     < 
seo  they  come  if  sent.     We  are  likslv  to  lay  here  sevorsl  days  yet  before 
starting  foi'  Charlooton.     Th<5  rbs  are  awful  spiteful       they  sav  they^ll 
fi^ht  till  the  last  man  of  thera  ii?  killed       All  right,  we  can  accommodate 
thern.      If  they  hat«  us  too  Tiuch  to  live  w«  will  satisfy  them  while  we  are 
in  the  business*     The  d^y  aftar  ^^e  arrived  her<».  a  fora^iine;  partv  went  out 
fron  our  Brlp;ade  and  whon  fourfmiles  out  some  Johnies  fir^d  on  oi»r  men  just 
as  thny  v^nrc  approachinr?  a  -«ost  splendid  Rons©  ?.rd  Cotton  Kills  Bams  ^. 
Do.     The  hou^e  had  three  nice  plan ocs ,  Sewing  machines  beautiful  furniture 
a  very  1  a rp-e  library  1r  fact  the  most  costly  fitted  ud  house  I  ever  sew- 
and  thin  vrith  every  buildinp;  on  t>^ft  Plantation  was  burned  to  tte   Aground*. 
It  is  rpnl   Sheman';?   order  to  bum  every  buildlnrT  where  oi;r  rnen  a-re  fired 
upon,     ^'e  hav?  heard  rochlnn:  of  Col.  Mannlnj?*  yet.     At  Hi  vis  ion  Hd.   Ors. 
vestr^r^av;   i-'rev  h'=^ar="'  t^at  T  ha4  been   coaanissioned  i«la.i   of  our  Hegrircent, 
and  last  nicrht  thr?  Divisicn   Banr    i?nve  !ne  a   fine  ser.^nade.     ^.rin«:  the 
earlv  part    of  the  evf^rlr.r  one  of  the  3anH  carae  dovir  5*nd  told  the  Corporal 
of  •»-!  e  Cu   rd  tc  have  a  eood   tiff  fire  in  front   of  r.v  tent  at  eleven  at 
ni»ht  but  sav  nothing:  tc  me  about  it.      I  wa?,   go]mr.^  aslftep  f^r^d  the  first 
t-hin  '   1  he^rr   vja'3   beautiful   rr.uslc     X  thon<rht  nt  fipst  it  was  a  dream* 
Ther?»  are  .<»lfhtG^n  members   of  t^e  band  and  thoN^  have  violins  flutes  guitars 
and  hoiTfis.     ^^lier   1  cot  up  an''  opened  nav  tent  tl^ey  were  all  standing  in  a 
se*nicirc3e  in  front  of  the  tent  jrnd  a   bir  fire  blazinef  which  made  it 
li  ht  '^^  duy»     They  played  till  tx/elve  then  all  took  a  drink  anc  dispersed^ 
I  nev<?r  b^'ard  better  musif .      The  ni?;ht  was   ntil]    ird  coulH  not  have  been 
better'  for  tb(]  occasion,     'hen  ^-e  v/ere  at  Pulaski  ther  ^^^aa  a  sia;ilar  band 
but  not  po  lar^e  as  this.      1  still   command  th(?  P.cs;lment.     3incr  we  arrived 
at   *  cauVc  "t  ;•*;  h'3V('  hii'i  fi:;ili  :rin   (lrc3r>::    oarace   rvery  day  \^r\iTi   ••;?  have  not 
been  Marchin'-;.  - 

I    'O'-prri-  'vfrr'   ir.  -  \-  Viomo  bv.v-is   tine.      If   you  nscjo  hir;   ^^ll   him  to 
writn  hcv7  it  r!«^"nR   no  ^,^x  homo  a   citizen  once  noro. 


^ ox.v   l',roth.':r.. 


J  ^    -"eynolcs 


Pocotatleco  S.C. 


the 


'^ear  Siste-^  Sarah 

''e  have  rec*d  tv;o  larpje  niailo  tiixice  yesterday  mominjr  and   I  ^ot 
GRv^r-^l   letters  fronj  home  including  one  Trom  vou.      this  la   'he  first  time 
I  heara   from  Bonaa  direct  since   ve  ix'«iched  rim  co&st.     You  do  not  know 
how  Bjlad  t  was  to  fS^et  them.     1  al30  received  one  frora  l#t.  Col  •  Mannlne: 
tonizht       He  wfis  in  New  York  when  he  wrote  and  said  hewo>j»ld  be  here 
next  vork  with  his   Rifles.      It  has  been  very  rainy  for  a  week  past  and 
Army  cannot  move.     If  possible  this  arrcv  will  start  northw?ird  hy  land 
next  ^.onday.     Qen  3herr>ian  3?avs  he  will   be  at  his   io^imeys  en'^  in  ten  days 
frc.  ti'^ie  of   starting*     Charleston  is  his  ri^stin' tion  from  .-^Doe^iranc^^ 
no^v.      Cay  before  yesterday  our  Oivislon  vras  put  af^ain  and  drov9  the  enemy 
across  the  Sasicehatchie.      Vhen  v/e  reach^^d  the  river  f ourtoon  nien  wltih 
Henrv   Uflos  of  our  aesriment  «fen'^   in  a  boat  snd  crossed  to  within  fifty 
r'cot   of  the   p.nsmy'^  fort  nnd  ca^Ptur«d  a  ^3pt   of  th'3  Art,  ill  cry  nnd  t^'O 
of  hlT  "^en.      '*■^r;  troocs  in  ^ny  numbnr  co»'ld  not  cros     on  account  of  the 
rivor  bein^  30  !nuch  overflowed,     ^e  k^ot  back  to  canr  at  nidr.irrht.      It 
wa  :jt'"!*  '.-oldest  day  '-o  have  hftd  '^nd  the  laon  nuf fared  j>o^,  bAvin,«:  to  v^-ade  so 
much  ir  'vater.     ^11   tents  hav<»^  been  ordere-^  bflck  ^r.cspt  nne  for  each 
^'^rer'!l.     '  r-  are  i^cin.?  Tast     "h^jn    ^'e  do  co  irf?  live   out   of    loors   entirelv 

X  'VIS  never  h(?althier  iv  tiv  life,      riidirs;   TOi»sel">£ck  a^rrees  vith  rae 
bet*-er  th-ir  ^oinp:  afoot.     ''?!•%  tr 0003   '^rill   3ver-^  day  ^'e  lay  still,     today 
our  '^or^rsl    (^'ullerl    '-'id   '"^ri-aoe   irlll    ^--i  -l   hr:\'o  no  tvo\jVj.e  in  handl/nff 
the  Refrircjnt  under   -.ry  circunatanc^s.      Vher   part  of  th -  JU j^imcnt  is  deployed 
15  sV*er^":ishers  and  par-t,  i     lino   of  N^t^le   I  '^avi? 

.    ■>11    -iriMf 
to  55 1 OOP  In  order 

I  ''oul(^'  liVe  t-o  ."T'^e   I'J-.ar^or:     'ill.      1:3  h(^ 
sturJvir.T     Veil    hiM  an'^   ;>irdi'^  to  write  to  ne 


to 


10  ;'T.op  Krowiiir.     Hhe  tr,ust  not  i?ot 
t)ass  throu  h  the  doors. 


tc  stir  iivself_ 
?o  tall  aQ 


f^:    0 *:*'.[  I'.s   Pvcr' 


hat 


to  oblig:e 
he 


is 


Yo'ir  i.rot)'  vr 


.[   S   ^.vnolds 


¥C> 


Hd  Qrs.   6if  111.   Inftv,  ^^et.   V^l. 
S^lkhatchie  Riv«r  S.C.  Jany  31 «  1^65 


Dear  Slater 

'i9t  jii'o   off  a^ain,      'rhe  14'   i^na  20"  Corps  'aave  not  yet  come  up  and 
Cen.  Ho^varfl  is  today  v;aitin^  for  themt     The  weather  l3  beaut- if ul  now*     We 
have  onlv  tent  flies*     Oont  you  think  we  are  Siardy  fellows  to  live  this 
way  in  nid-winter.     Wo  are  campsd  today  in  a   beautiful  .vooda—p!: reen 
wocds  at  that.     Tou  ought  to  see  the  Hd  Qrs  of  the  64''  111     In  the  center 
is  nv  fly  v;lth  desk  ur.der  it  where  I  am  writin.^*     first  on  the  right  is 
^he  Adjt'8  fly,  next  to  him  13   the  wuartor  piaster's  fly.     then  first  on 
my  left  is  our  Chaplains  little  "dog"  tont  and  next  him  is  our  two  surgeons 
fly.     These  are  In  line  and  face  the  aaae  way  with  fir^^a  in  front  of  tfiem 
all  and  a   2:ua/'d  'Jiralkin:?  rei^ularly  in  front  of  my  quarters.     The  officers 

^   ■■  ■■»".  .-;"■•'    ■•-.;''  :"  ■      "    '  ■ 
'"    -■'_(■' 

around  nf    ire  all   first  class  itjen.      Our  Chaplain   is   one  of  r^  ■*  best  of 
men-ho  i?  ri  tboroutrh  scholar.      Orie  of  our  surreonn  itj    i  vf^^xr.^  German, 
er'.ueatGd  in  the  old   Country.     His  na-ne  is  RtJesch  and  his  fithcr  is  the 
most  c^lebr-^sted  3ur?reon  of  Mamturg,  Germany.     The  Ad.lutant  is  a  brother 
to  Ames  the  banker  in  Ottowa  ^nd  knov/s  hia  business.     Lt.  \'ates  the  Oov*s 
boy  as  t^jg  call  hire  is  vith  us   Jusv  like  old  Dick,      ./e  havo  in  the  tiee:iment 
a  :iere:t.  a  fellov;  by  the  naue  of  Colesbury  who  is  a   brother-in-law  of  L* 

rfi>Jfta  ,    .  ... 

m's; 

Thoracis  Ad.1t  Gen.    of  the  U«3»     There  are  in  this  Regiment  a  good  many  men 

in  excellent  standinr^  at  home       I  ^vrote  Mattie  just  before  v/e  left  Poc»- 

tati.gio.     T  ^jill  not  have  another  chance  of  writing  till  ive  reach  a  new  ■ 

base.      J  nn  tip  top. 

.     ^^rite  often  so  I  '^111   ^et  some  letters  when  v/«  strike  lardin/^  aiarain 

Tour  i^rother       JSRevnolds 
This  ^v'ill    be  nent   bv  q  nesppr-yer  nr»  "f.ltnn  ^^ead 


nolr^sboror  H  C 

Mnrch  20^  1JJ65 


^7 


V  f'ear  ;5ister 

onp  J  rhr°il!?''^,j[^^  bu8hel8  of  letters   ■  f  ute  but  have  answered  only 
one  of  Charles'   ^Km  very  busy.     The  Hei?.  was  .iestltute  of  olot>iinP'  ar^  ail 
"-^orts  were  neelocte.i  till  we  r  achad   this  place  r.n<i  every  moment  is 

hKoi  V  u  .*^''^  ■'■-"^*  ^""^  °«''  actinsj  »f?it.  is  rot  v<?r^'  wpii  nosterl  'a 
tH^t  I  hnvc  to  more  closely  nirocrintor-!  Hia  v-ovVr.  v.^r  on^hu^dre.'  bm 
of  our  Ra^  ware  waitinn-  for  us  <.t  this  pMse.  they  had  b^-n  Irft  br.er 
sick  anrf  most   of  th»m  vere  In  thp  Pashvin^  f i-ht  =.,S"] sr  t'l^^Ls?^ 

T-.«  u      ■      .     .?       S     °*  think  of  -ler  marchin"?  t'.'o  himaro-^  nnes  hafpfootert 
T^.o  hun-re.;  miles  fro™  this   place  we  had  eighteen  b.%refooteH  nw^nd  the 
Hav  ve  rePcheH  this   tM  ce  one  h-pd-^d  an--  siMt^nn  t.^-    of  r--    'n^     "L* 
ontirel-     =:-t,Uute  ot    ahocs  anc  atockin^s.     Oa  the  iO»   of  f- is  month  f-'hp.!B 
same  men  marched  over  twenty  niles  ?nd  besides  skernlshed     hro^^mwaml 
throe  milo.^  wide  am"  1  did  not  hear,  a  murmtir  fron  a  single  mlnr  to  thr 


ti.j 


hen 


enn  for  the  Johnnie 


8 


pkenrSshcrs  In  front  of  our  cMvisiw  and 
no  cne  thought,  of  his  bare  feet.      It  Ws 


1  ^»^rf 
.1  k  ^•■s 


-9  3  -e  kerjt  _tV;ii  ricbn  rvnrinff  but 


hirh  snort,  for  orT  '^'^er^.isherr   s--^ 

when   r  hey  flarker  us  ar.H  ^cwaenct ;   charf^in;^  It  vas  ^.nothfir  tPlne'.'     fef.  s»w 
,^.1  .To«  JoV:nfov,  mc'-.nt   h.y-  horse  ..-.rt  r,r«per  off  as  -^  a^orcacHed  his  "d 
■^r  •„  "iT  ^  "-''  reache.-  Jotasor.'s  -d  Crs  befor-  I  ordered  a   -etr^at       It 
••^s  pretty  warm  work  till  we  reached  our  su^.^ort.     "e  ro«p  of  t^^l)iv 
wan   only  1   rrcowoissance  in  tV-e  rc=.r  of  .'ohnsons  fs-ay.      rur  Kra  Li 
than<eo   nv  _ '-aj  a-  r',ov;er  lr>  i^crsor.   for  their  condncVt^ftt     ay  e^d^he 
iTthe  4tMt  'Ve  ?rfr'\°'V'J'^l'^^^?l'^  '•'^^-''-<=h  i^-i:^J.l:lon  which  1  captured 


•»  r 


be-ct.   oi'  health. 


• ''c-ir   v;roth(;r 
Oir  ch   r>lair,  h^:i   fjon-   a   corrntiinicaflor    to  tbc:  A-h^n-Pte 


■  *^*«.. . 


ys" 


Hd.  (  rs.  6/^"  Ills, 
10  miles  West  of  «aleifi:h  N.C. 
\pril  /6^  1^65 


I'itrT      ''-:'Ct"i€,  ,     . 

^'«*y  br-fore  7e3terr'ay  cur  'i'orps  was  r^vleifed  bv  'jeh^r?3l3  Crrant  and 
'-s^rmarx  :r^^   yesterr'ay  noiTilnpr  -'e  too'-^-  up  our  line  cf  mar-^h  fO""  Johnson's 
rrrv.      It  ^^^-^  iin«ier?»,too:'  that   tf^e  Anny  of  the  T'^'nnessep  would  ;nove  out  only 
'  p^  roller  •ar^'^  thf^rc  '.valt  till  Clen  Shernan  coiild  hav<?  anothe-  conference 

n»»  Jchrron.     C»-»*!  "^ermnn   \z  v.fyvr  at  ♦•b'=;  front  ^n6  ho  m^f  JohT:i=^on  are 

■'I 
^o^pth-^r,      '^ on iT^t    -yre  -''511    nrobxblv  '-rr.nw  vrh ether  '.*.'?^  ^r*''  to  f-'l-T^.t   it    "^'Ut 

'^'"  r»ot.    .This  arrnv  wovjI-'  receive   onlers   f^  tnove   out  9n '.  atVio^  -'Ohnstn 

'ith  1  oiH  choers.     It  'v>?ants  Davis  and  ilrackenric^^^e  htm;?;  ani  aM   the  rebel 

leaders   T^unishrf?,  not  rardcned.      ^ve^y  body  here  ir.  the  arnv  \\*a3   rejoiced 

to  hear  th^t   President  Johnson  -^^ou.l  ^  have  rebels   "'oad'^rt^  t^.jniahed  and  not 

.rdoned.      If  the  ':$o».n'h" wl5T  not  ?tve  un  hor ^le-^ders  to  h3   Dunished  Itt 

vur  arries  take   ppesn^Lsion    of  every  town  in   tno  south  a^id  hunt  t'lem  out* 

it  '.voul.1  b?^  TiUch  better  tc  continue  t^e  ^^r  a  f*?w  mcnthes  lony:cr  no\f  and. 

'\r>e  cut  •r'vory  ?t3in   cf  c^e^eisicn  th^n  to  l^ave  the  non  .^nd    n-iterial  in 

''^r  30-Jth  -..ho    /oul'*   in  letir,    'zh^T\  t<*?nf/3a:^s   of?  back  or,   Lhei*"  oTr!  +-t-ick 

hrsinT  "jC'h^^rn   'if^n  -^r-^  hntchirie  'jp  .'molth^r  rebell\ar>. 

\11   i^    ■»'oin<?  T?lcelv.      I   ^Ti  well   :\r^    ^ver», 

'"o'lr  Brother 

J3HeynolJ?? 

'      At   t'le  rivlf-^v;  riv   fine  hCi*??  'ini   th:-  '-tenry   rlifla'j,  'ihich   i^  ^   bea'.-'tlful 
^un,  ar».d     -it'i     -hie}-    our    ^on^t,    i.i    * -rred  attractad  -'luch  .'Attention.) 


Louisville  '^y 
Jur.e  2->/V'> 


^ 


'..  viavo  be*>n  exqectinf?  t-^  ^ro  home  *-»'^erv  iay   Tor  a  ^^o  k  ,   but   now  I 
cam,   veil   -mm   i  vrill  '-^et  th^-o.      '>^:   r  -•^Tte*'  order  ^.r'e   ccriitoi;  aa  to 
-/ho   vill  bp  mnotoreH  oy?;  but  t.h«*y  3ll  miss  u^  as  vot,     i^e  h.-rv*.  a  Jil^hty 
nice  camp  v.ere  >An(\   ^lentv   to  sat.     An  he^^lthy  ^nd    "i^t. 

'^our  'brother  .,, 

JiJIevnoldr 


^ 


'  •  I'ti^-.  ,.  L  >.ou.rh^   a  hcrso  rqster'Jav  ann  th.e  nrettieest  ^brs^  to  vide- 
;u   rvo'*  s-vr.      I   hav'   ''^rr>f:(3)    horses   rovr  in   f-o  v-rm^ 
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SF-P-5060 
Ambrotyp( 
Reynolds 


These  items  were  not 
filmed: 


MU-5060/1:  Gutta- 
percha case 


SF-P-5060/1: 
Ambrotype  of  Joseph 
Reynolds 
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